	Accreditation:  Staff Formation Session

	Title: St Francis of Assisi: Canticle of The Creatures

	Duration: 1 Hour
	Leaders will need:
Print out of Appendix A: one per pair
Print out of Appendix B: One set per group ( number of groups is dependent on each school)
Poster paper
Participants will need:
 Something to write with and write on
Glue
Scissors

	FOCUS AREA
	Activity
	Time

	Setting the Scene 
	Welcome slide #1
Welcome to our Professional Learning Session where we invite you all into a prayerful encounter with God through Creation, using the witness of St Francis of Assisi, Scripture, and the Canticle of the Creatures (also known as Canticle of Creation, Canticle of the Sun or Laudes Creaturarum), and to begin forming a shared spiritual language that will later connect to Laudato Si’ and Catholic Social Teaching.
 
N.B. This session can be used as an introduction to the Season of Creation in September as announced by Pope Francis in 2015. Every year on the 1st of September we are asked to pray for Creation. 

BACKGROUND NOTES FOR FACILITATOR
The Orthodox Church has been praying for creation since 1989.  Pope Francis states: “The annual World Day of prayer for the Care of Creation offers to individual believers and to the community a precious opportunity to renew our personal participation in this vocation as custodians of creation, raising to God our thanks for the marvellous works that He has entrusted to our care, invoking his help for the protection of creation and his mercy for the sins committed against the world in which we live.”
 
Acknowledgement of Country slide #2

Cognitive and Affective Outcomes slide #3

By the end of the session participants will:
Cognitive Outcomes 
1. Explain the theological vision of creation expressed in Scripture, particularly the Psalms and The Canticle of the Creatures, and its influence on Catholic spirituality. 
2. Identify key connections between the Canticle of Creation, Laudato Si’, Catholic Social Teaching, the Sacraments, and the mission of Catholic schools. 
3. Analyse how an understanding of creation as gift and relationship shapes Christian responsibility, stewardship, and mission within school communities.

Affective Outcomes: 
1. Develop a deeper sense of gratitude, reverence, and wonder for creation as an expression of God’s presence and love. 
2. Value care for creation as a Gospel centred commitment that integrates faith, justice, and hope in their personal and professional practice.

Examples of Cognitive and Affective sentence starters

	5 minutes

	ENCOUNTER Jesus, and to respond to this initial encounter by following him
	Encounter slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to “We will now begin our encounter with God” slide #4

slide # 5 
We now begin our Encounter with God.
We invite everyone to place your feet on the floor, sit comfortably, and take a slow breath.
“We acknowledge God’s living presence in all of creation — in this space, in one another, and within ourselves.”

slide # 5 
Briefly introduce St Francis as a model of Christian discipleship:
· St Francis lived at a time of social upheaval and personal suffering.
· He saw creation not as something to dominate, but as family — Brother Sun, Sister Moon, Mother Earth.
· His fundamental value was radical poverty of spirit, humility, and praise of God through all creation.

“Francis teaches us that the way we see creation reveals the way we understand God.”

slide # 6
Facilitator: In the spirit of St Francis of Assisi, we are invited to listen to Scripture with open hearts.  Francis’ deep love for creation flowed directly from the Gospel as he recognised all creation as a gift from God and a family that gives praise simply by being what it was created to be. We hear this same vision echoed in the Psalms, where creation is not silent, but joyfully proclaims the glory of God. 
As we listen, we are invited to notice how creation praises God, and how we are called to join that song. 

Invite one or more participants to read each Psalm

1. Psalm 148 (Excerpt) All Creation Called to Praise 

Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights. 
Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, shining stars. 
Praise him, mountains and hills, fruit trees and cedars, 
wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds. 
Brief pause. 

slide # 7

2. Psalm 104 (Excerpt) God’s Delight in Sustaining Creation 

[bookmark: _Int_a7POmkhy]O Lord, how manifold are your works! 
In wisdom you have made them all, the earth is full of your creatures. 
These all look to you to give them their food in due season. 
When you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
Brief pause. 

slide # 8

3. Psalm 19:1–6 (Excerpt) Creation Proclaims God’s Glory 

[bookmark: _Int_2l7CXq8V][bookmark: _Int_1PsL5pCm]The heavens proclaim the glory of God; 
the firmament shows forth the work of his hands. 
Day to day pours forth speech, 
and night to night declares knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words, 
yet their voice goes out through all the earth. 
Brief pause.

slide # 9

In pairs, work through Appendix A. Look at three psalms, consider the questions. Write down your thoughts.  3-5 minutes

Invite anyone to share with the group. 


At the end of this activity say…

Facilitator: These psalms present a shared vision of creation as an active participant in praising God. Psalm 148 calls all elements of creation to worship, Psalm 104 reveals God’s loving care that sustains every living thing, and Psalm 19 reminds us that creation proclaims God’s glory without words, inviting us to recognise God’s presence through attentive listening and wonder.  
These psalms echo the same vision that inspires Laudato Si’; a world where all creation is connected, sustained by God’s love, and constantly giving praise, inviting us to recognise our responsibility within this shared gift of creation. 


Slide #10
Facilitator: St Francis wrote The Canticle of the Creatures near the end of his life, during a time of great suffering.  He was physically unwell, largely blind, and deeply vulnerable. Rather than focusing on pain or complaint, Francis chose to write a song of praise. Through the Canticle, he expressed deep gratitude to God for all of creation, recognising every element of the natural world as a brother or sister that reflects God’s goodness. 

The Canticle reveals Francis’ unwavering faith and his belief that creation gives glory to God simply by being what it was created to be. Even in suffering, Francis saw beauty, relationship, and praise woven through the whole of creation — a vision that continues to inspire Christian spirituality and underpins the message of Laudato Si’.

On slide:
The Canticle of Creation (also called The Canticle of Brother Sun) was written by St Francis near the end of his life, when he was:  
· Physically suffering 
· Experiencing blindness 
· Living in great vulnerability 
· The Canticle is a song of praise, not lament. 
· It echoes the themes of Psalm 148 and Psalm 19 — all creation glorifying God simply by being itself. 

Slide #11
Question for the participants to Reflect on: 
“Why would someone choose praise, even in suffering?” 

Turn and talk….

Slide #12

Facilitator: Written near the end of his life while ill and near death, The Canticle of the Creatures expresses St Francis’ deepest theological vision. In it, Francis presents all relationships, human and non-human, as rooted in family, naming creation as brother, sister, and mother. He recognises humanity’s mutual dependence with creation and affirms that all elements of the natural world give praise to God simply by being what they are. The Canticle reveals Francis’ profound sensitivity to the goodness of creation and points toward a new creation marked by reconciliation, peace, and eternal praise of God.  https://www.sbfranciscans.org/spirituality/the-canticle-of-the-creatures/ 


Slide #13

Facilitator:  Pope Francis intentionally begins Laudato Si’ with the words of the Canticle

[bookmark: _ftnref1]“Praise be to you, my Lord”. In the words of this beautiful canticle, Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us that our common home is like a sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us. “Praise be to you, my Lord, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who produces various fruit with coloured flowers and herbs”.[1]

Slide #14

The document invites the Church to:  
Recover a spirituality of gratitude 
See care for creation as a Gospel issue 
Recognise the interconnectedness of creation, justice, and faith 


“The Canticle of Brother Sun – The Heart and Soul of Laudato Si’” 

Facilitator:  Before we move into our ENGAGE section, think about one word, image or phrase that has stood out to you that you will now carry forward as we engage with Laudato Si, the Psalms and the Catholic Social Teachings. 


	15 minutes

	ENGAGE with the kerygma, assimilating it into every aspect of life as we grow in knowledge and love of Jesus
	Engage slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to “We will now begin to engage with God” slide #15

slide #16
You are now invited to engage in an activity where we make deliberate and prayerful connections between the Canticle of Creation, the Sacraments of the church, Catholic social teachings, Laudato Si’ and Working Together in Mission document. 

The Canticle gives us a language of praise to remind us that all creation exists in relationship with God and with one another as well as the earth and the environment around us. The Psalms 104 and 148, root this praise in Scripture to reveal God as a great creator who sustains and delights in the whole of creation. The sacraments show how this relationship with God and the environment is lived and made visible in human life through belonging, nourishment, forgiveness, healing, a sense of hope and thanksgiving. Catholic Social Teachings then name the moral implications of these relationships while calling us to uphold the dignity of every human person and seek justice for the most vulnerable in our world. Laudato Si’ fits in perfectly as it brings these strands together in one document through the vision of integral ecology which reminds us that everything is interconnected and that care of the earth, care for the people and care for the future cannot be separated. Our Working Together in Mission document reminds us of the theological insights in the lived reality of our Catholic schools. It invites us as educators to translate faith into practical life experiences. This can only be successful through creating inclusive communities, stewardship, restorative relationships, formation for justice and hope-filled accompaniment. 

As you engage with the mix and match activity, the goal is not to simply match the concepts, but to discern on how our Catholic tradition forms a coherent vision that shapes how we pray, how we teach, how we relate and how we live in mission together. 
Make connections between: Canticle, Sacraments, Working together in Mission, Laudato Si, CST

slide #17 Participants to create a poster/image with the matching quotes/etc. 





slide #18
Towards deeper thinking: 
What is this part of the canticle along with the links made, asking of us as staff in a Catholic school, particularly as we enter the season of creation?

· Inspired by the Canticle of the Earth, I commit to living with gratitude for the world entrusted to us…
· I commit to fostering hope and responsibility by linking care for the earth with faith, justice, and love…

Provide opportunities for partner/group work and sharing within this section.

	` 20 minutes

	EMBARK on a life of mission as we discern the unique call of Jesus to share the Gospel, build the kingdom and convey the joy of the Good News to others.
	Embark slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to what is our call? slide #19

Catechesis and Evangelisation slide #20
Bring the session and learnings together once again linking all documents and scripture used. Allow time for reflection and writing on what the participants will take back with them to enact/embark.

Facilitator:  The Canticle of Creation reminds us that faith begins in praise, but it does not end there.
As we reflect on the Canticle of creation, sacrament, justice, and mission, we are invited to consider how our beliefs are lived each day in our school communities. 

slide #20
Invite participants to reflect on how the Catholic Social Teaching explored in this session calls them to live their faith in practical ways. Drawing on the connections made between the Canticle of Creation, Laudato Si’, and Working Together in Mission, ask participants to identify one concrete action they can commit to. 
As the community prepares for, or moves closer to, the Season of Creation, return to the shared poster. Invite each participant to add a simple pledge that names the action they will take. Encourage actions that are realistic, meaningful, and grounded in their vocation within a Catholic school.

Slide #21 
Invite each person to name one small but intentional step they will take this term to express care for creation, uphold human dignity, build right relationships, or contribute to a just and hope filled school community.
Return to the shared poster and add a simple pledge. Name one small step you will take this term to express care for creation, uphold human dignity, restore relationships, or contribute to a just and hope filled school community.
	10 minutes

	Close off and prayer
	As we come to the end of our reflection time, let us gently gather our hearts and minds as one community of faith. 
We take a moment now to still our bodies… 
to quiet our minds… 
and to attune ourselves once more to the loving Presence of God who has been with us in every moment of this session. 
Let us breathe deeply and rest in that presence. 

Closing Prayer slide #22

Let us pray together: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Praise be to you, loving God,
for Brother Sun who brings us light and hope,
for Sister Moon and the stars who watch over us in the night,
for Brother Wind and Sister Water,
for Brother Fire and Sister Mother Earth,
who sustain us and gift us life.
Like St Francis, may we learn to see all creation as family,
to recognise your living presence in the world around us,
and to respond with gratitude, humility, and care.
Send us forth renewed in spirit,
to live gently upon the earth,
to act justly toward all people,
and to praise you in all that we do.
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

	5
minutes
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TAP Application Guidelines (Fill in highlighted parts)
	Inservice Title:  
	 St Francis: Canticle of Creation	

	Inservice Provider:  
	Enter own school name 

	Inservice Venue:  
	Enter own venue 

	Inservice Presenters:  
	Enter who facilitated this PL 

	Inservice Convenor:  
	 n/a 

	APST (Australian Professional Standards for Teachers):  
	Tick “yes” and select the following:  
  
Professional Knowledge  
1. Know students and how they learn
2. Know the content and how to teach it
  
Professional Practice  
3. Plan for and implement effective teaching and learning 
4. Create And Maintain Supportive And Safe Learning Environments  
5. Assess, Provide Feedback And Report On Student Learning  
  
Professional Engagement  
6. Engage in professional learning
7. Engage professionally with colleagues, parents, carers and community

	Accreditation Categories:  
		0.5
	The aims and objectives of the Catholic school  

	  
	Catholic curriculum, Religious Education and faith development  

	0.5
	Catholic identity, culture, tradition and theology (including prayer, liturgy, scripture and Catholic social teaching)  


  

	Summary:  
	A prayerful encounter with God through Creation, inspired by St Francis, Scripture, the Canticle, and connected to Laudato Si’.


	Description:  
	Participants will prayerfully engage with Scripture and the Canticle of the Creatures, exploring the theological vision of creation found in the Psalms and the Franciscan tradition, and considering how this vision shapes Catholic spirituality.  

Through guided reflection, dialogue, and collaborative activities, participants will make connections between the Canticle of Creation, Laudato Si’, Catholic Social Teaching, the Sacraments, and the mission of Catholic schools, discerning how these elements form a coherent Catholic worldview.

Participants will analyse creation as a gift and a set of relationships, reflecting on how this understanding informs Christian responsibility, stewardship, and mission within school communities.


	New Documents (upload):  
	· Upload a copy of the facilitator guide 

	Date:  
	· Add date delivered to TAP 

	Assign to Groups:  
	· Provide a sign in checklist and upload attendance 
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[bookmark: _APPENDIX_A]APPENDIX A
	Psalm 148 (Excerpt) All Creation Called to Praise 

Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights. 
Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, shining stars. 
Praise him, mountains and hills, fruit trees and cedars, 
wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds.

	Psalm 104 (Excerpt) God’s Delight in Sustaining Creation 

O Lord, how manifold are your works! 
In wisdom you have made them all, the earth is full of your creatures. 
These all look to you to give them their food in due season. 
When you open your hand, they are filled with good things.

	Psalm 19:1–6 (Excerpt) Creation Proclaims God’s Glory 

The heavens proclaim the glory of God; 
the firmament shows forth the work of his hands. 
Day to day pours forth speech, 
and night to night declares knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words, 
yet their voice goes out through all the earth.




Read the Psalms again and consider the following questions. Write down your thoughts. 
· According to Psalm 148, who is invited to praise God, and what does this tell us about the place of all creation in worship? 
· In Psalm 104, how is God described in relationship with creation, and what does this suggest about our dependence on God? 
· Psalm 19 says that creation proclaims God’s glory without words. What might this mean for how we learn to notice God’s presence in the world today? 

[bookmark: _APPENDIX_B]APPENDIX B
	· Canticle Section
Opening Praise
O Most High, all-powerful, good Lord God,
to you belong praise, glory,
honour and all blessing.

	Scripture Link
Cosmic praise of creation
‘Praise the Lord from the heavens… sun and moon, stars of light.’ (Ps 148)

	Sacramental Focus
Eucharist
The sacrament of thanksgiving, uniting all creation in praise of God.
	Catholic Social Teaching
Care for God’s Creation
‘We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation.’ (USCCB)

	Working Together in Mission
Catholic schools express shared worship, prayer, and mission together.
	Laudato Si’ Focus
Creation as gift and praise
‘Praise be to you! Everything is interconnected.’ (LS 1, 91)



	Canticle Section
Brother Sun
Be praised, my Lord, for all your creation
and especially for our Brother Sun,
who brings us the day and the light;
he is strong and shines magnificently.
O Lord, we think of you when we look at him.
	Scripture Link
Light and life
‘Clothed with light as with a garment.’ (Ps 104) ‘Praise him, sun and moon.’ (Ps 148)

	Sacramental Focus
Baptism
New life in Christ, marked and enlightened as God’s beloved.
	Catholic Social Teaching
Life and Dignity of the Human Person
‘Every person is sacred, made in God’s image.’ (USCCB)

	Working Together in Mission
Schools are called to form lives of faith, hope, and love in Christ.
	Laudato Si’ Focus
Light reveals meaning of creation
‘Christ has taken unto himself this material world.’ (LS 99)



	Canticle Section
Sister Water
Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Water,
who is very useful to us,
and humble and precious and pure.
	Scripture Link
Life-giving water
‘All creatures look to you for drink.’ (Ps 104) ‘You make springs gush forth.’ (Ps 104)

	Sacramental Focus
Baptism
Water cleanses, restores, and brings new life in Christ.
	Catholic Social Teaching
Rights and Responsibilities
‘Every person has a right to what is necessary for human dignity.’ (USCCB)

	Working Together in Mission
School communities cultivate belonging, welcome, and inclusion.
	Laudato Si’ Focus
Water justice
‘Access to safe drinking water is a basic human right.’ (LS 30)




	Canticle Section
Sister Mother Earth
Be praised, my Lord,
for Sister Earth, our Mother,
who nourishes us and sustains us,
bringing forth
fruits and vegetables of many kinds
and flowers of many colours.
	Scripture Link
God nurtures growth
‘You cause grass to grow for cattle.’ (Ps 104) ‘The earth is satisfied by the fruit of your work.’ (Ps 104)

	Sacramental Focus
Eucharist
Bread and wine from the earth become Christ’s life for the world.
	Catholic Social Teaching
Preferential Option for the Poor
‘A basic moral test is how the poor are faring.’ (USCCB)

	Working Together in Mission
Schools form responsible stewards of resources and creation.
	Laudato Si’ Focus
Integral ecology
‘Everything is closely interrelated.’ (LS 139)




	Canticle Section
Those Who Forgive
Be praised, my Lord,
for those who forgive for love of you;
and for those
who bear sickness and weakness
in peace and patience
- you will grant them a crown.
	Scripture Link
Renewal of relationship
‘May my meditation be pleasing to the Lord.’ (Ps 104)

	Sacramental Focus
Reconciliation
God restores relationship through forgiveness and mercy.
	Catholic Social Teaching
Solidarity
‘We are one human family.’ (USCCB)

	Working Together in Mission
Schools practice restorative justice and reconciliation.
	Laudato Si’ Focus
Social friendship
‘Social love moves us to devise larger strategies.’ (LS 228)




	Canticle Section
Sister Death
Be praised, my Lord, for our Sister Death,
whom we must all face.
I praise and bless you, Lord,
and I give thanks to you,
and I will serve you in all humility.

	Scripture Link
Life returns to God
‘When you take away their breath, they return to dust.’ (Ps 104)

	Sacramental / Liturgical Focus
Funeral Rites
The Church commends the dead to God in hope of resurrection.
	Catholic Social Teaching
Call to Family and Community
‘We are responsible for one another.’ (USCCB)

	Working Together in Mission
Schools accompany communities with compassion and hope.
	Laudato Si’ Focus
Eternal communion
‘At the end we will meet the Father who awaits us.’ (LS 243)
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