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Dear Year 11 Nominee for the 2026 ACU School Leaders Program,
Thank you for your interest in this unique opportunity to travel to Rome and London for a three-week immersion in the Catholic Western tradition. 
To apply for a position on the program, please follow the below application process:
1. Read the 2026 program outline and program flyer (found on RESource) to decide whether you will be able to commit to the requirements. We also encourage you to discuss these documents with your parent(s)/guardian(s) and member(s) of your school staff, including your referee teacher.
2. Complete the Application Form. Please respond to all questions, citing examples to support your claims. Application forms must be completed electronically and sent to your referee teacher for them to submit via Google Forms.
3. Record your Video Submission. As part of the application process, all nominated students are required to record a video submission. Prior to recording, ensure you have read the articles by Greg Sheridan and Tony Abbott (linked on RESource). 
It is important to note that we are interested in your own reflection, rather than looking for the perfect or right answer.
Please follow these guidelines for the recorded video submission:
· It must contain reflections on the Sheridan and Abbott texts.
· You must offer your own insights on aspects of the Catholic tradition and Western civilisation which are important or of interest to you.
· Video should be recorded in a single sitting where possible.
· The applicant must always be visible in the video. Students may use slides, visuals or creative formats but must speak directly to the camera and remain clearly visible on screen throughout the recording.
· Video must be between 4 and 5 minutes long.
· Be recorded and saved for submission along your written application.
The recorded video must be shared with your referee teacher for them to submit with your written application via Google Forms. 
4. Include the full name and contact details of a teacher who would be willing to be a referee for you.
5. Obtain your principal’s endorsement for your application.
6. Following Step 5, your referee teacher must submit your video submission and written application form via Google Forms by 4:00pm on 12 June 2026. 
Duty of Care and Risk Management Declaration
Melbourne Archdiocese of Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS) is committed to upholding the Victorian Child Safe Standards. In accordance with the MACS Child Safety Policy and the MACS Duty of Care Policy, Melbourne Archdiocese of Catholic School takes all reasonable steps to ensure the safety and wellbeing of students and staff. 
All aspects of this program are subject to rigorous risk assessment and ongoing review and will proceed only where risks are appropriately identified, mitigated, and managed. MACS closely monitors government travel advice and security assessments to ensure its child safety and duty of care obligations are consistently met.
Application form 

1. Please ensure you read the attached 2026 program booklet before you complete the application. 
2. Please complete all questions below to the best of your ability.
Your application will be assessed on:
· demonstrated commitment to the Catholic faith
· an interest in the history of the Catholic Church and the Catholic Western tradition
· a desire to sharpen your intellectual curiosity about the Catholic tradition.


	Applicant details

	Name
	[bookmark: Text1]     

	Date of Birth
	     

	School Name & Suburb 
	     

	Name of Teacher Referee 
	     




	Referee Teacher & Principal Details (For referee teacher to Complete) 

	Name
	     

	Mobile  
	     

	School Email Address 
	     

	Principal Name  
	     

	Principal Email Address  
	     





	Principal Endorsement 

	Signature
	

	Date
	     


Personal Motivations
	Question 1: Why are you applying for the 2026 ACU Young Leaders Program?


	     



Commitment to the Catholic Faith

	Question 2: List and describe ways in which have you demonstrated your commitment to the Catholic faith in:


	a. Your School? 
	     

	b. Your Parish? 
	     





	Question 3: How do you believe this program will impact your faith?

	     




	Question 4: What are the challenges facing young people today in terms of faith and religious spirituality?

	     





Application to Learning

The academic part of the program is rich in content and involves teacher input as well as classroom discussion.

	Question 5: Please comment on how you engage normally with your learning?  What inspires you in your daily learning?

	     




	Question 6: How do you handle discussing different points of view, especially on difficult or sensitive topics?

	     




	Question 7: What are 3 - 4 areas in which you would like to deepen your curiosity about the Catholic faith and the Catholic Church?

	     




	Question 8: What formation opportunities or experiences do you think young people need? Why?

	     





Leadership

	Question 9: Please comment on your experiences of leadership in: 

	a. Your School 
	     

	b. Your Parish 
	     

	b. Your wider community
	     



	Question 10: In terms of Catholic leadership, why is intellectual formation important?

	     



Personal Development and Involvement

	Question 11: What are your personal interests and hobbies?

	     





	Question 12: What are your social and community involvements? Please comment on your community service to:

	a. Your School 
	     

	b. Your wider community
	     




	Question 13: How confident and comfortable do you think you would be with overseas travel, dealing with the challenges of immersion in 2 foreign countries and being away from home and family for three weeks?

	     





Upon Completion of the Program

	Question 14: What do you hope to bring back from the program to your school and/or faith community?

	     




	Question 15: Reflect on and identify 2 - 3 areas in the life of your school, to which you believe you will be able to make a positive contribution from the learning and insights gained from the program.  Please include as much detail as possible.
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