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	Accreditation:  Staff Formation session focusing on the Theme of St Patrick

	Title: Called Beyond the Road: Mission, Vocation & New Maps of Hope  

	Duration: 1 Hour
	Leaders will need:
Laptop,  
shared screen to cast PowerPoint if using  
10 minutes Prayer Space/focal point 
Quotes printed and shared amongst the group.

Participants will need:
Something to write on 
Something to write with (reflective journal)
 

	FOCUS AREA
	Activity
	Time

	Setting the Scene 
	Welcome slide #1
Welcome to our Professional Learning Session, The Footsteps of St Patrick, with a particular focus on:  Mission and vision       
using the papal document of: Drawing new Maps of Hope

Acknowledgement of country slide #2

Purpose/Learning Intentions 
To walk in the footsteps of St Patrick by reflecting on his missionary spirit as one of the Church’s most influential evangelisers. His legacy shaped the early Catholic community in Melbourne, and his courage, faith, and commitment to sharing the Gospel continue to inspire our mission as leaders today. 
 
St Patrick showed commitment to mission and vision by returning to Ireland, despite past enslavement, to share the Gospel with courage, cultural sensitivity, and a lifelong dedication to forming Christian communities. As we walk in his footsteps, we are reminded that our mission too is only possible because God is always with us, strengthening and leading us. 
 
Cognitive Outcomes slide #3

By the end of the session participants will:
1. Explain the Catholic understanding of mission and vocation, distinguishing them from career or profession,
2. Identify and summarise the core themes of the apostolic letter ‘Drawing Maps of Hope”, including education as evangelisation, accompaniment, bridge‑building, and the call to form the whole person.
3. Analyse the Emmaus narrative and apply its movements (walking with, listening deeply, hearts burning, being sent forth) to their own school context and daily practice.

Affective Outcomes:

1. Develop a deeper appreciation for their own call to serve, recognising their work as meaningful, God‑given, and connected to a shared communal purpose.
2. Value their identity as educators within the Church’s mission, feeling inspired by the document’s vision of hope, creativity, and renewal in today’s educational landscape.

	5 minutes

	ENCOUNTER Jesus, and to respond to this initial encounter by following him
	Encounter slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to “We will now begin our encounter with God” slide #4

At the heart of Catholic education, MISSION: slide #5

We are people of mission and vocation, called into a story larger than ourselves. We are a people of mission in our “everyday gestures, even when we are frail, distracted, poor and battered.” (Missio, 2023)

In section 5 of the DECREE AD GENTES ON THE MISSION ACTIVITY
OF THE CHURCH we are told that:

The Church’s mission is to share Christ with everyone. Guided by the Holy Spirit, she does this by her example, her preaching, and the sacraments, leading people toward Christ’s faith, freedom, and peace so they can fully share in his life. Vatican Council II, Ad Gentes (1965).

At the heart of Catholic education, VOCATION: slide #6

Looking at Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne, Vocation is explained as:  Vocation is the very things that we are each called to do, specifically that God has called us to do. (Melbourne Catholic, n.d.) 

Our vocation isn’t about our profession or career path. Rather it refers to the very specific way God is calling us to love others. (Melbourne Catholic, n.d.)



Introduce the Emmaus narrative  slide #7 as a story of:
confusion
companionship
revelation
renewed purpose
READ:
Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles[a] from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him.

17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?”

19 “What things?” he asked.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.”

25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”

33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.

Scripture Exploration: Script is included on slide 8 ion Notes section
Emmaus (Lk 24:13–35) (4 min)  slide #8
use a visual prompt (artwork) discuss how the story of Emmaus show Jesus as:
Walking with — Accompaniment: Jesus joins them on the road and walks beside them in their confusion. 
Listening deeply — Discernment: Jesus listens to their story, their grief, their “we had hoped.” 
Hearts burning — Formation: As Jesus opens Scripture, their hearts ignite with understanding and renewed faith. 
Sent forth — Mission: Their encounter moves them into action — returning to Jerusalem to witness Christ’s rising.

Check For Understanding: slide #9
· According to the definitions provided, how is vocation different from a profession or career path? 
· What does mission mean in the context of Catholic education? 
· How does the Emmaus story illustrate the themes of confusion, companionship, revelation, and renewed purpose?

Share some responses

	15 minutes

	ENGAGE with the kerygma, assimilating it into every aspect of life as we grow in knowledge and love of Jesus
	Engage slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to “We will now begin to engage with God” slide #10

Connect this to Drawing New Maps of Hope: slide #11
Background notes:  Appendix 1

The Apostolic Letter Drawing New Maps of Hope strongly re‑affirms that education is one of the Church’s primary ways of living out its mission and that educators themselves have a vocation—a call—to form hearts, minds, and communities in the light of the Gospel.

slide #12
· Education forms “the very fabric of evangelization… the Gospel becomes an educational gesture, a relationship, a culture.” (Preamble 1.1)

· When guided by Christ, communities “do not retreat, but are revitalized; they do not build walls, but bridges.” (Preamble 1.1)

Input: Mission, Vocation & Hope  slide #13

Draw from Drawing New Maps of Hope:
· Catholic education is a collective endeavour: “no one educates alone.”
· Educators participate in a profession of promises—promising justice, mercy, courage, consolation.
· The Catholic school is a living environment where faith, culture and life intertwine.
· Educators are called to cultivate “a heart that listens, a gaze that encourages, and an intelligence that discerns.”

Connect to vocation:  slide #14

Like Emmaus, who senses burning within,  educators often feel a pull toward deeper purpose—toward accompaniment, compassion, and courageous hope.

Our vocation is not simply instructional.

It is evangelising, relational, hope bearing, and transformative.

Towards Deeper Learning: slide #15
TASK:
Each staff member chooses 1 question to think about. Spend a few minutes jotting down ideas. 
Find a staff member with the same question. Share ideas
Find a staff member with a different question. Share responses
Find a staff member with a different question. Share responses
 
1. How does the Emmaus story help us see that education is more than teaching — that it is an act of walking with others in hope, just as Drawing New Maps of Hope describes?

2. In what ways do the disciples’ hearts “burning within them” help us understand our vocation as educators to inspire meaning, purpose, and hope in our students?

3. How do both the Emmaus journey and Drawing New Maps of Hope challenge us to see our work not just as a job, but as a shared mission grounded in accompaniment, relationship, and the Gospel?
Links to St Patrick
Walking in the Footsteps of St Patrick (5 min)  slide #16
Purpose: To connect our vocational journey with the missionary courage and hope of St Patrick.
Brief Input:
 Remind staff that St Patrick’s life mirrors the Emmaus pattern:
· Walking with those on the margins
· Listening deeply to the cries of the people
· Hearts burning with the Gospel
· Sent forth to proclaim hope in unfamiliar lands
Patrick’s mission was shaped by:
· Accompaniment – walking with the forgotten and the poor
· Courage – returning to the land of his captivity
· Evangelising presence – teaching through relationship, symbol, and story
· Hope – trusting God’s call even when the path was unclear
Prompt for reflection:
Just as the disciples feel their hearts burning on the road, Patrick felt a persistent inner call — a vocational pull that led him to become a bearer of hope.
	15 minutes

	EMBARK on a life of mission as we discern the unique call of Jesus to share the Gospel, build the kingdom and convey the joy of the Good News to others.
	Embark slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to what is our call? slide #17

Catechesis and Evangelisation slide #18
Together, the three sources (Emmaus Story, Drawing Maps of Hope and St Patrick) reveal that mission and vocation in education are not abstract ideas but lived realities.
They call us to accompany with humility, teach with compassion, listen with discernment, form with courage, and lead with hope.
As educators, we are invited to recognise that:
· Christ still walks with us on our own Emmaus roads.
· We are called to draw new maps of hope for the students and communities entrusted to us.
· We, like St Patrick, carry the Gospel not only in our words but in our presence, relationships, and everyday gestures.
In this way, our work becomes not only professional but profoundly spiritual — a living expression of mission, a daily answer to God’s call, and a shared vocation of hope for the world.
slide #19
1. Where in the Emmaus story do you see Christ forming the disciples for mission, and how does this help you understand your own vocation as a Catholic educator today?

2. The disciples’ hearts “burned within them” as Jesus opened the Scriptures. Where in your work do you experience Christ igniting meaning, purpose, or hope — and how might this become part of your evangelising presence in your school?

3. After recognising Jesus, the disciples are immediately “sent forth.” What is one concrete way you feel called to witness the Good News in your role — through gentleness, accompaniment, courage, or service — in the term ahead?
	15 minutes

	Close off and prayer
	slide #20
Invite each person to name one small action they will take to embody their vocation this term.

As we come to the end of our reflection time, let us gently gather our hearts and minds as one community of faith. 
We take a moment now to still our bodies… 
to quiet our minds… 
and to attune ourselves once more to the loving Presence of God who has been with us in every moment of this session. 
Let us breathe deeply and rest in that presence. 

Closing Prayer
Ask God to make staff “choreographers of hope… tireless seekers of wisdom… credible creators of expressions of beauty.”
Pray that Christ will continue to walk with them, set their hearts on fire, and send them forth as witnesses of hope.

slide #21

Together, united in spirit and purpose, let us now pray the Prayer of St Patrick. 
Christ with me,  
Christ before me,  
Christ behind me,  
Christ in me,  
Christ beneath me,  
Christ above me,  
Christ on my right,  
Christ on my left,  
Christ when I lie down,  
Christ when I sit down,  
Christ when I arise,  
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,  
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, 
Christ in every eye that sees me,  
Christ in every ear that hears me. 
AMEN 

	10 minutes






References:
Missio. (2023, March 16). Pope Francis: The Church’s true mission. https://missio.org.uk/pope-francis-the-churchs-true-mission/
Vatican Council II. (1965, December 7). Ad gentes: Decree on the mission activity of the Church. Vatican. https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decree_19651207_ad-gentes_en.html
Melbourne Catholic. (n.d.). Vocations. https://melbournecatholic.org/live/vocations
Drawing new maps of hope. https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/apost_letters/documents/20251027-disegnare-nuove-mappe.html
Luke 24:13–35. (n.d.). Bible Gateway. https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2024%3A13-35&version=NRSVCE
























Appendix 1: Generated using CoPilot

How Drawing New Maps of Hope Connects Education to Mission and Vocation
The Apostolic Letter Drawing New Maps of Hope strongly re‑affirms that education is one of the Church’s primary ways of living out its mission and that educators themselves have a vocation—a call—to form hearts, minds, and communities in the light of the Gospel.
Here are the key connections:

1. Education forms “the very fabric of evangelisation” — education is mission
The document explicitly states that education is not an optional or secondary activity but “forms the very fabric of evangelization… the Gospel becomes an educational gesture, a relationship, a culture.” [catholicculture.org]
This means:
· Education is itself an act of proclaiming the Good News.
· Every classroom, interaction, or teaching moment is a place where the Gospel can take on flesh.
· Mission is lived through education: through presence, relationships, justice, encouragement, and accompaniment.
2. Education is a collective vocation: “No one educates alone.”
The letter emphasises that educational communities—teachers, students, leaders, families—share a common vocational responsibility: [vaticannews.va]
· Education is never a solo activity.
· Christian educators are called into a community that forms and nurtures others.
· This shared labour is part of the Church’s mission to offer hope, meaning, and human dignity to the world.

3. Educators have a personal vocation to form the whole person
The letter repeatedly describes education as shaping the whole human person—mind, heart, conscience, and character.
[usccb.org]
It calls educators to:
· unite faith and reason,
· accompany young people through confusion and searching,
· help them discover meaning and purpose,
· be witnesses of hope in a fragmented world.

4. Education must respond with hope, creativity, and bridge‑building
The letter insists that in today’s “fragmented, digitalised” landscape, Christian education must not retreat but be revitalised—
building bridges, opening new possibilities, and responding creatively. [catholicculture.org]
This connects with:
· Moana metaphor (the call beyond the reef),
· St Patrick’s courage and missionary movement,
· Emmaus movements (walking with, listening, formation, being sent forth).
Mission and vocation are about responding to the needs of this moment with imagination, compassion, and Gospel hope.

5. Education is a work of accompaniment—central to the Church’s mission
The letter highlights that education is relational and grounded in authentic encounter — echoing the Emmaus pattern.
It calls education:
· “an act of communion”
· “a search for meaning”
· “a care for human dignity” [assumpta.org]
This makes education profoundly missional:
· It is about walking with others.
· Helping them discover truth, freedom, and identity.
· Witnessing to Christ through presence, compassion, justice, and encouragement.

6. Each generation has a vocation to renew the Gospel’s “multiplying power”
The letter says every generation must discover the Gospel’s power anew, opening fresh pathways for hope. [catholicculture.org]
For educators, this means:
· We are called to help young people discover the Gospel in ways meaningful for today.
· Our mission is not maintenance—it is renewal, innovation, and accompaniment.
















TAP Application Guidelines 
	Inservice Title:  
	 The Footsteps of St Patrick: Called Beyond the Road: Mission, Vocation & New Maps of Hope  

	Inservice Provider:  
	· Enter own school name 

	Inservice Venue:  
	· Enter own venue 

	Inservice Presenters:  
	· Enter who facilitated this PL 

	Inservice Convenor:  
	 n/a 

	APST (Australian Professional Standards for Teachers):  
	Tick “yes” and select the following:  
  
Professional Knowledge  
1.  Know Students And How They Learn 
2. Know The Content And How To Teach It  
  
Professional Practice  
3. Plan For And Implement Effective   Teaching And Learning  
4. Create And Maintain Supportive And Safe Learning Environments  
5. Assess, Provide Feedback And Report On Student Learning  
  
Professional Engagement  
6. Engage In Professional Learning  
7. Engage Professionally w/ Colleagues, Parents/Carers & Community  

	Accreditation Categories:  
		 0.5hrs 
	The aims and objectives of the Catholic school  

	  
	Catholic curriculum, Religious Education and faith development  

	 0.5hrs 
	Catholic identity, culture, tradition and theology (including prayer, liturgy, scripture and Catholic social teaching)  


  

	Summary:  
	[bookmark: _Int_TLIYlTxh]This one‑hour staff formation session invites participants to deepen their understanding of vocation as both a personal and communal calling. Using the Moana metaphor and the Emmaus narrative, the session explores how individuals are quietly but persistently called into purpose, relationship, and mission. Staff encounter key themes from Drawing New Maps of Hope, highlighting education as an act of evangelisation rooted in relationship, discernment, and hope.

	Description:  
	Through structured thinking routines—THINK‑PAIR‑SHARE, SEE‑THINK‑WONDER, and CONNECT‑EXTEND‑CHALLENGE—participants engage with Scripture and the apostolic letter to reflect on accompaniment, formation, and the transformative role of Catholic educators. The session emphasises that education is a collective endeavour where faith, culture, and life intertwine, and where educators serve as bearers of justice, mercy, encouragement, and prophetic witness. Further reflection draws on the missionary life of St Patrick, whose journey mirrors Emmaus movements: walking with others, listening deeply, hearts burning with purpose, and being sent forth in hope.
 

	New Documents (upload):  
	· Upload a copy of the facilitator guide 

	Date:  
	· Add date delivered to TAP 

	Assign to Groups:  
	· Provide a sign in checklist and upload attendance 




REFERENCES:
Thinking routines - https://pz.harvard.edu/thinking-routines

(Content, pedagogy, mentoring, modelling, co-teaching…)
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