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	Accreditation:  Staff Formation session focusing on the Theme of St Patrick

	Title: Enriching the World

	Duration: 1 Hour
	Leaders will need:
Laptop,  
shared screen to cast PowerPoint if using  
Prayer Space/focal point 

Participants will need:
Something to write on 
Something to write with (reflective journal)
 

	FOCUS AREA
	Activity
	Time

	Setting the Scene 
	Welcome slide #1
Welcome to our Professional Learning Session, The Footsteps of St Patrick, with a particular focus on:         
using the papal document of:

Acknowledgement of country  slide #2

Purpose/Learning Intentions 
To walk in the footsteps of St Patrick by reflecting on his missionary spirit as one of the Church’s most influential evangelisers. His legacy shaped the early Catholic community in Melbourne, and his courage, faith, and commitment to sharing the Gospel continue to inspire our mission as leaders today. 
 
St Patrick’s life shows how deeply he relied on the theme for the session with him, especially in moments of hardship and mission. It was this constant awareness of God’s guidance that gave him courage to return to Ireland and share the Gospel. As we walk in his footsteps, we are reminded that our mission too is only possible because God is always with us, strengthening and leading us. 
 
Cognitive Outcomes: slide #3
· Describe the ways Saint Patrick models faith, service and living the Catholic Social Teachings.
· Identify ways the parable encourages educators to nurture the gifts of every student.
· Summarise the core teachings of Rerum Novarum on human dignity, justice and care for the vulnerable.
· Connect Catholic Social Teaching with practical actions that enrich the wider community
Affective Outcomes: 
· Embrace a generous and compassionate attitude that reflects the character of God.
· Value the importance of modelling faith, service and intercultural openness in daily interactions.
· Commit to promoting justice and protecting the vulnerable within the school community.
	5 minutes

	ENCOUNTER Jesus, and to respond to this initial encounter by following him
	Encounter slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to “We will now begin our encounter with God” slide #4



Scripture Reflection slide #5
Rad and reflect on the parable of the Workers in the Vineyard (Matthew 20:1–16) exploring God’s generosity, justice, and inclusion.

Jesus begins with a story about a landowner hiring workers throughout the day. Early in the morning, he hires laborers and agrees to pay them a full day’s wage. Later in the day at noon, mid-afternoon, and even near sunset he continues hiring more workers.​
At the end of the day, something unexpected happens.​

The workers hired last are paid first and they receive a full day’s wage. When the workers hired early receive the same amount, they complain because they worked longer.​

The landowner responds that he kept his promise and asks if they are upset because he is generous.​

No matter when you join, where you join, and how much work you put in, this is where God will give you what is just. God takes the little work that we do and multiplies it. The workers in the vinyard, no matter how long they spent working, they all left it in a better condition. ​
​
Teaching Point:​
This parable shows that God’s grace is not based on human effort or fairness. The kingdom of heaven is described as being like a generous landowner, emphasizing that salvation is a gift, not something earned.​

Scripture Connection slide #6
Ask staff to record their thinking then share with a partner or as a whole group.

​ • How does this story challenge ideas of success, reward or recognition?​
​
• How does this parable invite us to welcome others into community?​

• How can we show generosity and fairness in our leadership and relationships?​
​
• How can we help enrich the world through inclusion and service?​

Exploration of Saint Patrick’s mission and leadership, linked with Catholic Social Teaching and Rerum Novarum to deepen understanding of dignity, service, and justice. slide #7

Make the following links between enriching the world through the Catholic Social Teachings and the Rerum Novarum. You could do this as a mix and match activity to make sure that staff are familiar with the CST. ​
​
Written by Pope Leo XIII in 1891, is the foundation of modern Catholic Social Teaching. The document responds to the social and economic challenges of the Industrial Revolution and teaches that every worker has dignity and rights. It emphasises fair wages, safe working conditions, care for the poor and the responsibility of society to promote justice and the common good. The encyclical highlights that economic systems must always serve the human person and uphold moral and social responsibility.​
​
Catholic Social Teaching Themes in Rerum Novarum by Pope Leo XIII (13): ​
• Life and dignity of the human person: Every worker has inherent dignity and must be treated with respect and fairness.​
• Rights and responsibilities: Workers have rights to fair wages, safe working conditions and rest, while employers and governments have responsibilities to protect these rights.​
• The common good: Society and government must create conditions that allow all people to flourish, not just privileged groups.​
• Solidarity: Social classes are called to cooperate rather than compete or create division.​
• Preferential option for the poor: Special concern and protection must be given to vulnerable and disadvantaged people.​
• Dignity of work and the rights of workers: Work is participation in God’s creation and must support human wellbeing and family life.​
• Participation: Workers have the right to form associations or unions to advocate for justice and protection.​


Check for Understanding slide #8
· What does this parable show you about the nature of God’s justice and inclusion?
· In what ways does recognising dignity in every person influence the way you lead, teach or collaborate?
· What opportunities do you see to enrich the world through service, inclusion and kindness?

	15 minutes

	ENGAGE with the kerygma, assimilating it into every aspect of life as we grow in knowledge and love of Jesus
	Engage slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to “We will now begin to engage with God” slide #9

The trials of St Patrick: Audio drama slide #10
Episode 8 – Coroticus, the theme “Enriching the World” appears later in the episode when Patrick moves from grief and anger to prophetic action for justice and protection of the vulnerable.
Key “Enrich the World” section
Approximate timing: minutes 18:00 – 27:30 (final third of the episode)
Why this section fits the theme
Patrick publicly confronts Coroticus, condemning the killing and enslavement of newly baptised Christians and defending the dignity of his people.
He writes the famous Letter to the Soldiers of Coroticus, calling them to repentance and demanding justice for the captives.
His leadership shows that evangelisation is not only preaching but standing for justice, protecting the oppressed, and shaping society according to the Gospel.
Historically, Patrick’s letter rebuked Coroticus’ soldiers for killing and enslaving Christian converts and urged them to repent and release prisoners, demonstrating courage in confronting injustice.


St. Patrick Enriched the World by Living the CSTs​ slide #11, 12

Activity: slide #13
If time allows, have people work in pairs or groups of three and match an activity of St Patrick to one of the CSTs.  
Cut these out for people and have them in a  little envelope ready for them to complete the activity.


	15 minutes

	EMBARK on a life of mission as we discern the unique call of Jesus to share the Gospel, build the kingdom and convey the joy of the Good News to others.
	Embark slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to what is our call? slide #14

Head, Heart, Hands  slide #15
Participants consider what they have learned, what they value, and the actions they are called to take in their teaching and leadership.  
Faith into Action: Identification of practical ways educators can nurture student gifts, foster inclusion, and encourage students to enrich the world through service. 

Ask these guiding questions: Invite staff to record in a reflection book/sticky note for each- with matching colours, could after create a whole staff display for each one. ​
​
• Head – What did you learn or understand?​
• Heart – What did you feel or value?​
• Hands – What action might this inspire?​
​
Catechesis and Evangelisation  :​ slide #16
Are we preparing students to succeed… or preparing them to enrich the world? 

Go through the implications and modify for your school context if you wish. Use a think/pair/share thinking routine slide #17

Generate- Sort-Connect- elaborate thinking routine slide #18
https://pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/Generate-Sort-Connect-Elaborate_0.pdf​
​
Suggest this thinking routine to use in the classroom along with St. Patrick’s story, church documents or different scriptures. Ask if any staff have facilitated something similar before with their students. 

For St. Patrick’s Story: You can use the KWL Story of St. Patrick

Reflective Activity: slide #19
On a sticky note, reflect: In light of the new learning:




What do you leave better because you were there?

Invite participants to think about:
· A classroom
· A workplace
· A family
· A friendship
· A community
	15 minutes

	Close off and prayer
	slide #20
As we come to the end of our reflection time, let us gently gather our hearts and minds as one community of faith.  
We take a moment now to still our bodies…  
to quiet our minds…  
and to attune ourselves once more to the loving Presence of God who has been with us in every moment of this session.  
Let us breathe deeply and rest in that presence.  
Together, united in spirit and purpose, let us now pray the Prayer of St Patrick.  
Christ with me,   
Christ before me,   
Christ behind me,   
Christ in me,   
Christ beneath me,   
Christ above me,   
Christ on my right,   
Christ on my left,   
Christ when I lie down,   
Christ when I sit down,   
Christ when I arise,   
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,   
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,  
Christ in every eye that sees me,   
Christ in every ear that hears me.  
AMEN  

	10 minutes









TAP Application Guidelines
	Inservice Title: 
	 The Footsteps of St Patrick:  Enriching the World  

	Inservice Provider: 
	1. Enter own school name

	Inservice Venue: 
	1. Enter own venue

	Inservice Presenters: 
	1. Enter who facilitated this PL

	Inservice Convenor: 
	 n/a

	APST (Australian Professional Standards for Teachers): 
	Tick “yes” and select the following: 
 
Professional Knowledge 
1.  Know Students And How They Learn
1. Know The Content And How To Teach It 
 
Professional Practice 
1. Plan For And Implement Effective Teaching And Learning 
1. Create And Maintain Supportive And Safe Learning Environments 
1. Assess, Provide Feedback And Report On Student Learning 
 
Professional Engagement 
1. Engage In Professional Learning 
1. Engage Professionally w/ Colleagues, Parents/Carers & Community 

	Accreditation Categories: 
		 
	The aims and objectives of the Catholic school 

	 0.5hrs
	Catholic curriculum, Religious Education and faith development 

	 0.5hrs
	Catholic identity, culture, tradition and theology (including prayer, liturgy, scripture and Catholic social teaching) 


 

	Summary: 
	 This one-hour workshop invites educators to reflect on the witness of Saint Patrick and the Gospel message of God’s generosity, exploring how Catholic Social Teaching calls them to recognise the dignity and gifts of every student and build inclusive learning communities. 

	Description: 
	This workshop leads participants through prayer, scripture, and reflection to explore the theme Enriching the World through the witness of Saint Patrick. The session begins with a welcome and opening prayer, followed by a Gospel encounter with the parable of the Workers in the Vineyard, inviting reflection on God’s generosity, justice, and inclusion. Participants then engage with Saint Patrick’s mission and Catholic Social Teaching, including insights from Rerum Novarum, to deepen their understanding of human dignity, service, and justice.

The Embark phase uses the Head, Heart, Hands framework to help staff reflect on what they learned, valued, and are called to enact in their leadership and teaching. Practical pathways for nurturing student gifts, fostering inclusion, and encouraging service are explored. The session concludes in prayer, inviting personal commitment to living out the workshop’s message within the school community.
 


	New Documents (upload): 
	· Upload a copy of the facilitator guide

	Date: 
	· Add date delivered to TAP

	Assign to Groups: 
	· Provide a sign in checklist and upload attendance





2

image1.png




