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	Accreditation Whole Day School Closure Day 
Christ Beside Me
- Walking in the Footsteps of St Patrick and St Francis
- Exploring the Forming Hearts Faith Formation Framework
- Understanding Papal Documents in the MACS context: Papal Documents that Guide Our Work

	Facilitator Notes:
· The slide deck has been organised and structured to support a full day of accreditation in its entirety and in order.
· Some additional resources are linked for further perusal. Facilitators leaders/should use these at their discretion and as appropriate for their context.  
· Prayer elements in the slide deck include detailed scripts to support facilitators/leaders.
· Detailed the presenter notes include some notes in italics for recommendations and suggestions throughout, which may enhance your presentation, or suggest the invitation of other staff to read parts thereof. 
· Where images are used (especially in the ‘Engage’ section of Faith Formation in relation to Jesus, St Patrick and St Francis) it is suggested that some physical printouts are made available to staff so they may analyse the artwork more closely.
· Group and partner dialogue is encouraged for the effective exploration of the MACS Forming Hearts Faith Formation Framework in the context of MACS cohorts. Prompt questions and slides are provided for recording participant responses. However, facilitators/leaders may provide additional and alternative materials (e.g. poster paper, journals, sticky notes, or coloured writing implements) for these activities. 
· The final portion of the day, Guided in Faith, requires staff collaboration. For the Engage section you might like to have the staff divided into five groups (if it is a small cohort) and each group rotates to each papal document in rotation. Alternatively, if there is a larger cohort, each staff table could be designated a section of one document, ensuring that among all the groups, all the five documents are covered. The questions provided for this part require adaptation by facilitators to suit the breakdown of the groups. 


	Leaders will need: 
· Laptop
· shared screen to cast PowerPoint 
· Prayer Space/focal point 
· Printed handouts for Sessions 2 and 3 
 
Participants will need: 
· Something to write in (reflective journal) 
· Something to write with 










	Time 
	Topic 

	Activity 
	Accreditation Categories 

	8:30 am
	Registration
	Sign in, tea/coffee, greetings and welcome 

	Setting the Scene  
9:00 am
30 minutes
	Prayer

	slides #1-32
· Welcome address 
· Acknowledgement of Country
· Purpose of the Day-slide # 3 
Staff in Catholic schools will encounter the theology of grace and accompaniment by embarking on strategic accreditation plans which invite staff to a burning heart encounter with Christ, and deepen Catholic identity and leadership throughout 2026, The Special Year of St Francis by:
· Exploring the lives and charisms of St. Francis of Assisi and St. Patrick.
· Engaging with the MACS Forming Hearts: Faith Formation Framework 
· Exploring key Papal Documents.

· Cognitive and Affective Outcomes slides #4-5 

Cognitive Outcomes
By the end of the full day participants will: 
1. Explain how key moments in the lives of St Patrick and St Francis reveal themes of suffering, humility, and grace. 
2. Describe the core purpose and movements (Encounter–Engage–Embark) of the MACS Forming Hearts framework. 
3. Interpret scriptural, historical, and artistic sources to deepen understanding of Catholic identity and mission. 
4. Summarise key themes from foundational papal documents and their relevance to Catholic education. 
5. Evaluate current faith formation practices in their school, identifying strengths, gaps, and opportunities. 
 







Affective Outcomes:  
1. Attend to the stories, prayers, and insights presented, noticing their relevance for personal reflection. 
2. Engage openly in activities, discussion, and prayer to explore Catholic identity and mission. 
3. Value accompaniment, grace, and missionary discipleship as shaping forces in school culture. 
4. Integrate insights from the Forming Hearts framework, Scripture, and papal teaching into their understanding of faith-informed leadership. 
5. Embody a deepened sense of vocation through compassionate, welcoming, servant-hearted practice. 

Prayer Experience slides #7-32 
Use presenter notes to lead your staff in this instructional prayer experience – a Lectio Divina on St Patrick’s Lorica. 
You might invite staff to lead certain parts of the prayer, especially the repeated readings, or lead it all yourself. 

	Catholic identity, culture, tradition, and theology

	9:30 am
40 minutes
	FAITH FORMATION 
St Patrick & St Francis: Finding God in the Mire 

	Encounter: Two Mountains, One Grace 
slides #33-39
· Encounter slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to “We will now begin our encounter with God” slide #33 
· Encounter Jesus, and to respond to this initial encounter by following him. 
· Begin with an encounter with Jesus through elaboration of what is being spoken about, introduction to papal document being unpacked and moving into gospel/ scripture passage through image (of saint, scripture) or in written form.  

Content Covered slide #34-38 
· The intersection of the stories of Saint Patrick and St Francis of Assisi 
· St Patrick on  Slemish Mountain, Crough Patrick – a slave in an afflicted British Roman world; The Lorica 
· St Francis on Mount La Verna – a man so emptied of himself he bears the stigmata, The Canticle of the Creatures 
· Theology of Grace with St Patrick and St Francis 

Check for Understanding slide #39 
Provide time for sharing responses to your choice of questions . 

· What parallels do you see between the mountain experiences of St Patrick and St Francis? 
· How did Patrick’s forced mountain experience differ from Francis’ chosen one and why does this distinction matter spiritually? 
· What aspects of Jesus’ life and ministry are mirrored in the experiences of Patrick and Francis? 
· Why were Slemish Mountain and Croagh Patrick significant in shaping Patrick’s faith and vocation? 
· What do these places reveal about how God meets people differently according to their circumstances? 
· How does defining grace as “God’s life within us” help us understand Patrick’s strength and Francis’ poverty? 
· What does it mean to say that grace “perfects nature but does not destroy it”?


 

	

	10:10 am
30 minutes
	
	Engage: Mirroring Christ, Patrick, and Francis 
 slides #40-56 
Engage slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to “We will now begin to engage with God” slide #40  
 
Content Covered
· Sacrifice, Return to Pain, Physical Imitations of Suffering and Radical Humility 
· Jesus Christ: The Redeemer (abandoned the richness of heaven to live as a poor carpenter’s son and a preacher) 
· Mark 14-15 & Matthew 26:36-46 
· Dimensions of suffering: physical (John 19:28), moral (Luke 23:34) and surrender (Luke 23:46) 
· Four accounts of the Passion highlight a slightly different angle of Jesus’ suffering 
· Isenheim Altarpiece by Mathias Grünewald commentary 
· The Crucifixion by Lucas Cranach the Elder, 1538 commentary 
· St Patrick: The Suffering Servant (a citizen from a comfortable background stripped of status and entered slavery) 
· Confessio § 1-2 (link to Phil 2:6-7) 
· Confessio §16 (link to Gethsemane and Passion of Christ) 
· Confessio §17-18, 23 (link to entry into Jerusalem after raising Lazarus)  
· Confessio §9, 37 (Link to washing of the feet)  
· St Francis: Alter Christus (a man from a wealthy family who denounces his wealth and pledges total dependence on God) 
· St Francis of Assisi receiving the Stigmata by Peter Paul Rubens commentary. 
· Chosen poverty, embodied suffering and joyful humility make Francis the ideal man and is even called Alter Christi 
·  Legenda maior (St Bonaventure) Chapters 1-2, 13,  
· The Testament by St Francis  
· The Admonitions of St Francis of Assisi 
 
Towards Deeper Learning slide #57 
Provide opportunities for partner/group work and sharing and time for sharing responses to your choice of questions during this session. 

How do Patrick and Francis teach us that transformation often happens through returning to the places of our own pain? 
· Where in your leadership (or daily life) do you recognise a resistance to suffering, discomfort, or vulnerability? 
· How do different Gospel accounts of Jesus’ final hours deepen our understanding of the fullness of human suffering? 
· In what ways does seeing Jesus “with your disease” (Isenheim Altarpiece) shift how we think about suffering in our school communities? 
· What do the Confessio passages reveal about Patrick’s humility, identity, and sense of mission? 
· Why is Francis’ encounter with the leper considered his true conversion moment? 
· Which “lepers” (people or situations avoided or feared) exist within our school community? 

	

	10:40 am
20 minutes
	
	Embark slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to what is our call? slide #58 

Embark: Christ Beside Me, Brothers and Sisters  slides #59-63 
 
Content Covered 
· Conceptualising Slemish Mountain, Crough Patrick and Mount La Verna, staff are invited to consider their own mountain 
· “Christ Beside Me” stanza with blank lines - Think of your specific workspace.  
Patrick prayed for Christ to be in the mouth of those who spoke to him. Where do you need 'Christ beside' you most this week? 
· St Francis’ Canticle of the Creatures, Francis refers to Sister Death and Sister Bodily Pain, refusing to see them as enemies - Francis did not ignore pain; he renamed it as kin to take away its power over him. Identify one personal "burden" of your vocation and write it on a small card, renaming it with Franciscan kinship. 
 
Catechesis and Evangelisation slide #64 
· Where is “your mountain” the place God is forming you right now, even if it is difficult? 
· Where do you most need Christ beside you in your work this week? In what concrete moment or relationship? 
· Where have you already experienced Christ beside you in the ordinary routines of school life? 
· How might renaming your burden shift the way you carry it? 
· Who is your “sister” or “brother” in your school community the person Christ is inviting you to encounter with compassion? 
· What is one action you can take to embody accompaniment rather than avoidance? 

	

	11:00 am
30 minutes
	Morning Tea

	11:30 am
30 minutes
	LEADING IN FAITH

Exploring Forming Hearts as Mission
	Leading in Faith: Exploring the MACS Forming Hearts Faith Formation Framework. 
slides #65-83

Participants access the MACS 2025 Forming Hearts document (CEVN), reflect on the framework, and engage in dialogue to understand the purpose and intent of the framework which focuses on: 
· Catholic school aims and objectives
· Catholic perspectives in curriculum
· Catholic identity, culture, tradition, theology
· Asserting the commitment of MACS to accompany every member in their vocation and support the development and delivery of high-quality faith formation. 

Participants are called to understand the criteria more deeply for faith formation in MACS contexts and the Archdiocesan approach to missionary discipleship for all MACS cohorts to: 
· Encounter Christ
· Engage with formation
· Embark on mission

Participants investigate the aim of uplifting spiritual awareness, theological understanding and mission for the members of MACS cohorts, identifying current and ideal examples of active participation in their context. Participants use discussion prompts and templates in the slide deck to record their group responses.

Check for Understanding slide #84
What is the purpose of the Forming Hearts Faith Formation Framework?
What are the three essential elements of the Archdiocesan approach to missionary discipleship?

Which key words are missing from the following extract from the Forming Hearts Faith Formation Framework?

The aim of the objectives is to realise an overall increase in active participation in faith formation programs and spiritual awareness, an uplift in theological understanding, and vocational motivation and a growth in mission capabilities and service in the Church and the world  
(NCEC, 2017 & Forming Hearts 2024).



	Aims and objectives of a Catholic school

Catholic identity, culture, tradition, and theology 

Catholic perspectives on curriculum, Religious Education and faith development

	12:00 pm
20 minutes
	
	Encounter slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to “We will now begin our encounter with God”  

Encounter:  The Walk to Emmaus slides #85-89
Encounter Jesus, and to respond to this initial encounter by following him. 
Begin with an encounter with Jesus through elaboration of what is being spoken about, introduction to papal document being unpacked and moving into gospel/ scripture passage through image (of saint, scripture) or in written form. 
· Participants read and/or watch The Walk to Emmaus story from the Gospel of Luke 24:13-35. This scripture is post-resurrection narrative about two disciples walking from Jerusalem, filled with sadness and shattered hopes after Jesus' crucifixion. They encounter a disguised Jesus, who explains the scriptures to them and reveals himself in the breaking of bread, transforming their despair into hope.

Participants consider: 
· How do we walk alongside (accompany) those in our communities?
· How do we see hearts burning ‘within them’ when formation is effective and intentional in our context? 

Engage: Presence of Jesus slides #90-93
Engage slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to “We will now begin to engage with God” 
  
Connect previous discussion about scripture to the papal documents or official letters etc that you are exploring to the theme and scripture. Provide background notes for the facilitator as an appendix.
 


Towards Deeper Learning slide # 94
· Where in your daily life or work in schools, have you ‘missed’ seeing the face of Jesus in others, just as the followers of Jesus did in the Emmaus story? Was the face of Jesus revealed to you later? If so, how, and when? 
· How does the Emmaus story remind you of the importance of faith accompaniment in the context of our Catholic schools and communities?
· Once Jesus is revealed to them, the disciples, no longer despairing, immediately travel back to Jerusalem to share the news that Jesus is alive.
· How does this change in the thinking and attitude of the disciples, inform the Catholic Christian Easter mission of renewal, in encountering the Risen Lord? 
Follow this link for further reading about the worlds of the text in the Road to Emmaus story- Luke 24:13-35 (NCEC)

Provide time for sharing responses to your choice of the questions. 
	

	12:20 pm
40 minutes
	
	Embark slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to what is our call?

Embark: The Walk to Emmaus in our Context
slides #95-98
· At dinner in Emmaus, Jesus takes bread, blesses it, breaks it, and gives it to them—a direct parallel to the Last Supper. Their eyes are opened, and they recognize him in the Eucharist, at which point he vanishes.

Participants consider 
How in our context do we or could we more effectively embark on evangelisation, through invitation, inclusion, and welcome?



Catechesis and Evangelisation slide #99
· What emotions are the disciples carrying as they walk away from Jerusalem?
· How do disappointment, fatigue, or grief affect our ability to recognise God at work?
· Jesus listens before he teaches. How does this challenge the way we approach accompaniment in our schools? 
· Jesus opens the Scriptures to the disciples on the road. How does engagement with Scripture shape faith not just intellectually, but relationally?
· How do we, in our communities, create spaces where questions are welcomed rather than silenced?

	

	1:00 pm
30 minutes
	Lunch

	1:30 pm
20 minutes
	GROUNDED IN FAITH

Delving into Papal Documents

	Encounter slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to “We will now begin our encounter with God”.

Understanding Papal Documents in the MACS Context: Papal Documents that Guide Our Work

Encounter: slides #100-112
Encounter Jesus, and to respond to this initial encounter by following him. 
Begin with an encounter with Jesus through elaboration of what is being spoken about, introduction to papal document being unpacked and moving into gospel/ scripture passage through image (of saint, scripture) or in written form.

Staff are provided with background overviews, themes, information about authors, contextual influence, purpose and the links to St Francis and St Patrick for each of the five documents that underpin the Faith Formation Themes for 2026:



· Dilexi Te (2025)
· Rerum Novarum (1891)
· Fratelli Tutti (2020)
· Drawing New Maps of Hope (2025)
· Laudato Si (2015)

Check for Understanding slide #113
· What does it mean to “love for the Lord is one with love for the poor”?
· How does this teaching challenge the way we understand our daily work in Catholic schools?
· Where in our current routines (yard duty, schedules, leadership structures) do we make real contact with and aspire to include those who are “lowly and powerless”?
· Which “faces of poverty” (material, social, spiritual, emotional, cultural) seem most present in our school community? 
· How do we recognise them? How do we support them?
· How does the Catholic Social Teaching Principle, Care for Our Common Home, shape the mission of Catholic education?
· Where does our school clearly express this Catholic Social Teaching?
· Where and how can our school community engage in further action to express Preferential Option for the Poor?
Provide time for sharing responses to your choice of the questions. 
	Aims and objectives of a Catholic school 

Catholic identity, culture, tradition, and theology

	1:50 pm
50 minutes
	
	Engage slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly.

Engage: Presence of Jesus slides #114-144
This section invites staff to engage deeply with one or more of the documents outlined above. Alternatively, you may wish to have all staff rotate across all five documents in this session.
· Five sections of each of the five documents have been extracted – a reflective question has been provided for each excerpt to facilitate formation and reflection
	

	2:40 pm
20 minutes
	
	Embark slide has been included, but this slide can be moved through quickly, just referring to what is our call?

Embark: The Walk to Emmaus in our Context
slides #145-150
 
Regroup the staff group to facilitate a whole-staff conversation during which staff are invited to draw on their interpretation of the excerpts from the documents and reflect personally or professionally on each.

Questions ask participants to reflect on:
· Key takeaways 
· Contextual application
· Challenges
· Opportunities

	

	3:00 pm
10 minutes
	
	Closing Prayer slides #151-157
Invite each person to name one small action they will take to embody their vocation this term. 
 
As we come to the end of our reflection time, let us gently gather our hearts and minds as one community of faith.  
We take a moment now to still our bodies…  
to quiet our minds…  
and to attune ourselves once more to the loving Presence of God who has been with us in every moment of this session.  
Let us breathe deeply and rest in that presence.  
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
 
Closing Prayer
God of love and mission, 
As we come to the end of this day, 
we thank you for the witness of St Francis and St Patrick, 
two people who heard your call 
and had the courage to follow it. 
 
Like Francis, 
may we see your presence in all creation 
and choose humility, peace, and compassion in the way we serve others. 
 
Like Patrick, 
may we trust that you walk before us, behind us, and beside us, 
guiding us as we share your love with those entrusted to our care. 
 
Bless the work we do in our schools, 
the young people we accompany, 
and the communities we serve. 
 
May we leave today renewed in faith, 
strengthened in hope, 
and ready to be instruments of your peace. 
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
 
	

	3:10 pm
	Conclude















TAP Application Guidelines
	Inservice Title:
	- Walking in the Footsteps of St Patrick and St Francis, Exploring the Forming Hearts Faith Formation Framework and Understanding Papal Documents in the MACS context,

	Inservice Provider:
	Enter own school name

	Inservice Venue:
	Enter own venue

	Inservice Presenters:
	[bookmark: _Int_X56M2dLO]Enter who facilitated this PL

	Inservice Convenor:
	Enter own school name

	APST (Australian Professional Standards for Teachers):
	Tick “yes” and select the following:

Professional Knowledge
1. Know Students And How They Learn
2. Know The Content And How To Teach It

Professional Practice
3. Plan For And Implement Effective Teaching And Learning
4. Create And Maintain Supportive And Safe Learning Environments
5. [bookmark: _Int_xlzJf7VX]Assess, Provide Feedback And Report On Student Learning

Professional Engagement
6. Engage In Professional Learning
7. Engage Professionally w/ Colleagues, Parents/Carers & Community

	Accreditation Categories:
		The aims and objectives of the Catholic school 
	1.5 hours

	Catholic curriculum, Religious Education, and faith development 
	1.5 hours

	Catholic identity, culture, tradition, and theology (including prayer, liturgy, scripture and Catholic social teaching) 
	2 hours




	Summary:
	School staff explored St Patrick and St Francis of Assisi and
the MACS Forming Hearts document, and engaged with a range of Papal Documents, pertinent to the 2026 MACS Faith Formation Themes Resource Guide. 

	Description:
	Participants explored the theological elements St Patrick’s Breastplate (Lorica) through Lectio Divina. Participants considered Jesus’ ministry, the leadership of St Patrick and St Francis of Assisi, and compared these to and the ‘mountain’ of their own servant leadership in the context of MACS schools.

Participants unpacked the MACS Forming Hearts document and engaged in dialogue pertaining the content of the document, and the Archdiocesan approach to missionary discipleship to encounter, engage, and embark. Participants identified what ideally constitutes active participation in faith formation, and in their MACS context/s.

Participants engaged with and summarised a range of Papal Documents, pertinent to the MACS 2026 Faith Formation Themes Resource Guide. These included Dilexe Te (2025) Rerum Novarum (1891) Fratelli Tutti (2020) Drawing New Maps of Hope (2025) and Laudato Si (2015).

	New Documents 
	· Upload a copy of the facilitator guide

	Date:
	· Add date delivered to TAP

	Assign to Groups:
	· Provide a sign in checklist and upload attendance



REFERENCES: 
Melbourne Archdiocese of Catholic Schools. (2024). Forming Hearts Faith Formation Framework. Melbourne Archdiocese of Catholic Schools.

Leo XIV. (2025, October 4). Dilexi te: Apostolic Exhortation of The Holy Father. To All Christians on Love for the Poor. Vatican Press. https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/apost_exhortations/documents/20251004-dilexi-te.html

Leo XIII. (1891, May 15). Rerum Novarum: Encyclical of Pope Leo. On Capital and Labor. Vatican Press. https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_l-xiii_enc_15051891_rerum-novarum.html

Francis. (2020, October 3). Fratelli Tutti: Encyclical of The Holy Father, on Fraternity and Social Friendship. Vatican Press. Fratelli tutti (3 October 2020) https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html

[bookmark: _Int_SRAr9udV]Leo XIV. (2025, October 27). Drawing New Maps of Hope: Apostolic Letter of Pope Leo XIV on the Occasion of the 60th Anniversary of the Conciliar Declaration Gravissimum Educationis. Vatican Press. https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/apost_letters/documents/20251027-disegnare-nuove-mappe.html

Francis. (2015, May 24). Laudato si’: Encyclical Letter of The Holy Father. On Care for our Common Home. Vatican Press. https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
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