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Readings: Ezekiel 37:12-14; Psalm 129; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:3-7. 17.20-27. 33-45. 

Preparations for Daily Prayer  

The following daily prayers can be used in their entirety or adapted to meet the needs of the 
audience. The prayers draw on the Sunday readings, so you may use any of the prayers on any day, 
although special focus will be given to Feast days, Solemnities and days of special cultural 
significance. Feel free to adapt the prayers for special occasions or specific intentions of your own 
class and school.  

The prayers will introduce students to traditional prayer and liturgical practices and responses, as 
well as a variety of Christian spiritual experiences. Take the opportunity to create a Sacred 
(protected) Space for prayer as you might do in creating a protected garden. This may include a 
prayer cloth or placemat, a bible, a candle and flowers. Additional resources (apps, websites, music, 
videos) will be suggested for those wanting to enrich the prayers or to understand the readings at a 
deeper level.  

Overview of the Week   

Day and Liturgical Colour   Daily Prayer   Links to Liturgy, Traditional  

Prayers and Forms of Prayer   

Monday – Violet I am the resurrection and the 
life, says the Lord 

Lenten Gospel Acclamation, 
Standing for the Gospel,  
Praying with the Gospel, 
Prayers of the Faithful  

Tuesday – Violet  
 

I shall put my spirit in you, and 
you will live 

First reading, Praying with the 
Responsorial Psalm  

Wednesday – Violet  Lord you are the resurrection 
and the life  

Penitential Act, Praying with art, 
Imaginative meditation to enter 
into the art work 

Thursday – Violet Project Compassion Prayers of Intercession 

Friday – Violet  Since the Spirit of God has 
made his home in you 

Second Reading, Prayers of 
Thanksgiving for the term, 
Blessing  

Note that scripture quotations are from the Lectionary (Jerusalem Bible) or the NRSV.  

Suggested Teacher Background for the Readings   
• Liturgy Help: Commentaries 

• Liturgy Help: Homilies & Reflections  

• Sunday Connection: Loyola Press 

• The Emmaus Series: Sunday Reflections. 
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https://liturgyhelp.com/calendar/date/2023Mar26/0/ComMaOBr
https://liturgyhelp.com/calendar/date/2023Mar26/0/HomMiTa
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fifth-sunday-of-lent-cycle-a-sunday-connection/
http://www.theemmausseries.com/alent05.html
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Readings: Ezekiel 37:12-14; Psalm 129; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:3-7. 17.20-27. 33-45. 
 

Today’s Daily Prayer – Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead 
The focus for today’s prayer will be to pray with the Gospel for the fifth Sunday of Lent. Preparation: 

Choose voices for the parts that are written for the Leader and the Reader 

Monday   

Gather  

Remind those present to turn phones to silent, close computer screens, sit quietly and prepare for 

prayer by becoming aware of their breath. There may be special occasions or specific intentions that 

those gathered may wish to include in today’s prayer. Sound a singing bowl, a bell or a chime to 

begin. 

Leader: We begin our prayer with the Sign of the Cross, calling to our minds and hearts the 

presence of our merciful and forgiving God. 

All:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Light candle and pause.  

Listen  

If possible, the scripture passage is to be read from a Lectionary or a Bible, which could be put in an 

honoured place. Readers are to read slowly and clearly when proclaiming the word of God and treat 

the text with reverence.   

Background to the Sunday Gospel 

We begin Lent with Ashes and a reminder of our mortality – Remember you are dust and to dust you 

shall return. The Lazarus episode asks of each of us – do you really believe in life beyond the grave. 

Death is something we don’t often think about, until we are forced to, either by the death of someone 

we know or by learning of a personal illness. 

In the Lazarus episode Jesus shows that there is a life beyond the grave, even as we await 

resurrection at the end of time. While physical life will cease, the God-life that has been given to us 

through Jesus, will never cease. (excerpt taken from Commentary by Mary Coloe on Liturgy Help) 

Leader:  In silence, let us stand mindfully and respectfully.  

All stand.  

Leader: Let us welcome the Gospel with the Lenten Gospel Acclamation: 

All:  Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Reader: I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 

whoever believes in me will not die for ever. 

All:  Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
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Reader: The Lord be with you. 

All:  And with your spirit. 

Reader: A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.  

All:  Glory to you, O Lord.  

   Mindfully trace the Sign of the Cross on the forehead, the lips and the heart. 

Reader: The sisters Martha and Mary sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love is 

ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but in 

God’s glory, and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’ 

 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was 

ill he stayed where he was for two more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us 

go to Judaea.’ 

 On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already. 

When Martha heard that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary remained 

sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would 

not have died, but I know that even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ 

‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will rise 

again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said: 

 ‘I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he 

will live, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 

 ‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who 

was to come into this world.’ Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that came 

straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘See how much he 

loved him!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind 

man, could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the 

tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone 

away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus 

replied, ‘Have I not told you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they 

took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: 

 ‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. I knew indeed that you always hear me, 

but I speak for the sake of all these who stand round me, so that they may believe it 

was you who sent me.’ 

 When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead 

man came out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his 

face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ 

 Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in him. 

 Pause for silence 

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All be seated. 
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Respond  

Prayers of Intercession  

Leader: We respond by praying Prayers of Intercession. 

The power of God was manifest in all that Jesus said and did. Through the Spirit of 

Jesus, we open our hearts in prayer. 

Reader: We pray for our Church. Under the leadership of Pope Francis, may it model Jesus’ 

wisdom, mercy and love in our troubled world. (Pause) 

Lord, hear us. 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader:  We pray for all government officials. May their service always be grounded in the 

ideals of justice and the common good. (Pause)  

Lord, hear us. 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader:  We pray with and for the catechumens and candidates of our parish and diocese. As 

they come closer to the Easter sacraments, may they experience peace and healing. 

(Pause)  

Lord, hear us.  

All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader:  We pray for our faith community. May we recognise our own sinfulness so that we 

may respond with mercy and kindness to others.  (Pause)  

Lord, hear us.  

All:   Lord, hear our prayer 

Reader: We pray for the sick of our parish and for all who have asked for our prayers. 

We pray for those who have died recently and for all whose anniversaries occur at 

this time. May God welcome them into the eternal kingdom. 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer 

Time for silent prayer 

Leader: Living God, we place our trust and hope in you.  

   Hear the prayers we have prayed in the name of Jesus, the Light of the World.  

All:  Amen.  

Go Forth 

Leader: May God continue to lead us, 

All:  As our lives are formed in faith, hope and love in the light of Christ. 

All:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Extinguish candle and pause. 
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Readings: Ezekiel 37:12-14; Psalm 129; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:3-7. 17.20-27. 33-45. 

Today’s Daily Prayer  

In today’s prayer we will be listening to the First Reading and praying the Responsorial Psalm. 

Preparation: Pens or pencils and strips of paper or coloured card for writing or drawing an image, 

word or phrase from the psalm. Choose voices for the parts that are written for the Leader and the 

Reader. 

Tuesday   

Gather  
Leader: We begin our prayer with the Sign of the Cross, calling to our minds and hearts the 

presence of our merciful and forgiving God. 

All:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Light candle and pause. 

Listen 

Background to the Reading  

The short First Reading (Ezekiel 37:12-14) comes from the climax of Ezekiel’s famous image of the 

valley of dry bones. When the prophet, in obedience to God’s command, addresses the bones and 

bids them hear the word of the Lord, they come together and are clad with flesh and sinew to form 

once again a multitude of living people. The image indicates God’s intent to recreate scattered and 

exiled Israel as a renewed people back in her own land. Then Israel will know God as One who truly 

brings life out of death. (excerpt from Scripture Commentary by Brendan Byrne SJ) 

Reader:  A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from 

your graves, my people, and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know 

that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your graves, my 

people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle you on 

your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this – it is the 

Lord who speaks. 

(Pause) 

The Word of the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God.  
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https://liturgyhelp.com/calendar/date/2023Mar26/0/ComBreByrNew
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Respond 

Responsorial Psalm 

Leader:  As we pray this psalm, listen for a favourite word or phrase or image that touches 

your heart. You will be invited to write or draw this at the conclusion of the psalm.  

The response is: With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 

All:   With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 

Reader:     Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, 

     Lord, hear my voice! 

    O let your ears be attentive 

    to the voice of my pleading. (R.) 

Reader:    If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, 

    Lord, who would survive? 

     But with you is found forgiveness: 

    for this we revere you. (R.) 

Reader:    My soul is waiting for the Lord, 

    I count on his word. 

     My soul is longing for the Lord 

     more than watchman for daybreak. 

     (Let the watchman count on daybreak 

     and Israel on the Lord.) (R.) 

Reader:    Because with the Lord there is mercy 

    and fullness of redemption, 

    Israel indeed he will redeem 

    from all its iniquity. (R.) 

Leader: Choose an image, word or phrase that you connected with while praying this psalm.  

Write or draw this image, word or phrase and reflect on its meaning and relevance 

for you in your everyday living.  

Time for silent prayer  

Go Forth 

Leader: May God continue to lead us, 

All:  As our lives are formed in faith, hope and love in the light of Christ. 

All:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Extinguish candle and pause. 
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Readings: Ezekiel 37:12-14; Psalm 129; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:3-7. 17.20-27. 33-45. 

Today’s Daily Prayer – Christ Healing the Blind 

Today we will pray with the painting The Raising of Lazarus by Rembrandt. Preparation: Choose 

voices for the parts that are written for the Leader and the Reader. 

Wednesday   

Gather  

Remind those present to turn phones to silent, close computer screens, sit quietly and prepare for 

prayer by becoming aware of their breath. There may be special occasions or specific intentions that 

those gathered may wish to include in today’s prayer. Sound a singing bowl, a bell or a chime to begin.  

Leader: We begin our prayer with the Sign of the Cross, calling to our minds and 

hearts the presence of our merciful and forgiving God. 

All:   In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Light candle and pause. 

Penitential Rite 

Leader: To prepare ourselves to hear God’s challenging word today, let us call to 

mind our need of   divine assistance.  

Reader:  Lord Jesus, you are the way to everlasting life. Lord, have mercy. 

All:   Lord, have mercy. 

Reader:  Lord Jesus, you call us to life beyond the grave. Christ, have mercy. 

All:   Christ, have mercy. 

Reader: Lord Jesus, you came to show us the ways of living the fullness of life. Lord. 

have mercy.  

All:   Lord, have mercy. 

Reader: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 

everlasting life.  

All:   Amen. 

Leader:  Today we will pray with an artwork titled The Raising of Lazarus. This will 

lead us to reconnect with the Gospel for the Fifth Sunday of Lent.  
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Listen  

Praying with Art 

If the commentary is not age-appropriate or if you would prefer to highlight certain parts in your own 

words, turn off the volume and just simply invite those gathered to watch and reflect.  

Leader: We are going to reflect on the painting The Raising of Lazarus by Rembrandt.  

I invite you to look at the painting in silence, noting the colours, the background, the 

shapes, the perspective and the movement of the characters. 
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Respond  

Reflective Questions 

Leader: Let us sit with this painting and respond to these questions in silence. 

 What do I see in this painting? … Time for silent response 

 What does Jesus’ grief teach us about him? … Time for silent response  

 What feelings or thoughts arise in my mind and heart? … Time for silent response 

 How is Jesus’ divine power revealed to me? … Time for silent response 

 What is God’s message for me as I reflect? … Time for silent response 

Time for silent prayer  

Go Forth 

Leader: May God continue to lead us. 
 
All:  As our lives are formed in faith, hope and love in the light of Christ. 
 
All:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

Extinguish candle and pause. 
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Readings: Ezekiel 37:12-14; Psalm 129; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:3-7. 17.20-27. 33-45. 

Today’s Daily Prayer   

Today we will pray with this year’s Project Compassion film. Preparation: Preview the video to 
gauge its appropriateness for your audience and its connection to your day of learning and work. 
Choose voices for the parts that are written for the Leader and the Reader. 
 

Thursday   

Gather  
Remind those present to turn phones to silent, close computer screens, sit quietly and prepare for 

prayer by becoming aware of their breath. There may be special occasions or specific intentions that 

those gathered may wish to include in today’s prayer. Sound a singing bowl, a bell or a chime to begin.  

Leader: We begin our prayer with the Sign of the Cross, calling to our minds and hearts the 

presence of our merciful and forgiving God. 

All:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Light candle and pause. 

Listen  

Project Compassion Film for Schools 

Leader: Caritas Australia works with people in Australia and around the world to help 

empower them through education, skills and medical assistance. 

Let us watch and listen to some of the stories of people who have been supported by 

Caritas.  

Respond 

Prayerful Sharing 

Leader: In response to the stories we have just watched, we are invited to enter into a time of 

Prayerful Sharing. 

In this prayerful silence let us reflect on what has been seen and heard in the story. 

I invite you to speak a word or sentence that captures your thoughts or feelings 

about one or more of the stories. After one person speaks, there is silence until 

another member of the group speaks.  

Reader: We pray for young people who do not have access to education.  

Time for silent prayer  

We pray for all people who are abandoned and homeless. 

Time for silent prayer  
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https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion/school-film
https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion/school-film
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We pray for the Caritas workers as they try to find the best ways to help people in 

need.   

Time for silent prayer  

Leader: We make these prayers through Christ, our Lord. 

All:  Amen. 

Go Forth 

Leader: May God continue to lead us, 

All:  As our lives are formed in faith, hope and love in the light of Christ. 

All:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Extinguish candle and pause.  
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Readings: Ezekiel 37:12-14; Psalm 129; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:3-7. 17.20-27. 33-45. 

Today’s Daily Prayer  

Today we will invite those gathered to reflect on the light of Christ in their lives and give thanks for the 
many blessings that have been received during this term. Preparation: Prepare to show the video of the 
song Shine Jesus Shine. Choose voices for the parts that are written for the Leader and the Reader. 
 

Friday   

Gather  
Remind those present to turn phones to silent, close computer screens, sit quietly and prepare for 

prayer by becoming aware of their breath. There may be special occasions or specific intentions that 

those gathered may wish to include in today’s prayer. Sound a singing bowl, a bell or a chime to begin. 

Leader: We begin our prayer with the Sign of the Cross, calling to our minds and hearts the 

presence of our merciful and forgiving God. 

All:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Light candle and pause. 

Leader:   The readings for this week of Lent reference the different types of death that we can 

experience. We are all mortal and subject to physical death; we are all sinners and 

must deal with the implications of spiritual death and we are all subject to the 

consequences of social sins such as terrorism, greed and ecological exploitation. 

Each of the readings for this week reveal our inability to raise ourselves out of the 

deaths that afflict us. Instead, God offers us new life out of the tombs.  

Listen  

If possible, the scripture passage is to be read from a lectionary or a bible, which could be put in an 

honoured place. Readers are to read slowly and clearly when proclaiming the word of God and treat 

the text with reverence.  

Second Reading 

Leader: Let us prepare to listen attentively to the word of God.  

Reader:  A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans. (Pause)  

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. 

Your interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit 

of God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ 

you would not belong to him. Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, but 

if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself because you have been justified; and if 

the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised 

Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in 

you. (Pause) 

The Word of the Lord. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTIGVIcHsFE
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All:  Thanks be to God.  

Respond  

Song: Shine Jesus Shine 

Leader: Our response will be to pray with the song Shine Jesus Shine. Let us spend time in 

silent prayer praising and thanking God for the many blessings that we have 

received.   

Time for silent prayer  

Leader: We make these prayers through Christ, our Lord 

All:  Amen.  

Go Forth 

Blessing 

Leader: As we go to continue our Lenten journey, let us call upon ourselves and our 

community the blessing of the God we know as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Reader: May God, our Creator, fill our hearts with grace and mercy. 

All:  Amen.  

Reader: May Jesus, the Light of the World, shine on us and set us free. 

All:  Amen. 

Reader: May the Spirit of Courage lead us to be people of goodness and truth. 

All:  Amen.  

Leader: May God continue to lead us, 

All:  As our lives are formed in faith, hope and love in the light of Christ. 

All:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Extinguish candle and pause. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gr5Y63bDNNg

