
It’s a simple one, but filming with 
your phone or tablet held 
sideways will create a wide video 
rather than a tall one. This not 
only provides more flexibility for 
viewers watching on a phone or 
tablet, but also for those using 
a laptop or desktop computer.

You don’t need a tripod to keep 
the camera still. Position your 
phone or tablet on a flat 
surface. A pile of books can 
help you get the right angle or 
reverse camera for that ‘selfie’.

Switch on lights or use a desk 
lamp to ensure you’re bright 
enough to be seen. Don’t film 
or take a photo with your back 
to a window.

Quick and easy tips for

creating a great video or photo

A video or photo is an important way to stay connected with 
students, staff and families. A short video or a quick photo can 
help to reassure families about the continuity of student learning 
or to celebrate interesting news and initiatives. Smartphones and 
tablets provide a quick and convenient way to create content to 
share with your community.

For further advice on creating content, please contact our Communications and Marketing team (publications@macs.vic.edu.au).

Make sure 
you’re seen.

Landscape, 
not portrait.

Keep it 
steady.

Speak loudly and clearly. Avoid 
large, empty rooms. Rooms with 
soft furnishings like carpet and 
curtains can help to minimise 
echo. Use the microphone that 
comes with the headphones for 
your phone. Consider the 
background noise as you are 
filming – can you wait until the 
noisy traffic passes?

It’s not about adding complex 
effects, but many phones and 
tablets will come with basic 
editing software to help you ‘trim’ 
the beginning and end of your 
videos, or adjust brightness and 
contrast in photos if needed. Be 
sure your settings are on the 
highest resolution available 
before you start. 

Whether you’re capturing 
content at home or at school, 
be mindful of what’s within 
your shot – you may not want to 
share family photos or sensitive 
information with your audience.

Make sure 
you’re heard.

Check your 
background.

High resolution 
equals high quality.

Here are a few tips for 
getting the best out of 

your video or photo 
using convenient 

technology:


