
Judging Panel 

Sr. Kath Tierney rsm AO 
Sister of Mercy for 45 years and during this time was in ministry in Child and Family Welfare for 19 
years.  Following roles in the welfare sector, Sister Kath was elected to the position of Congregation 
Leader for the Sisters of Mercy, Melbourne Congregation, and served two terms (12 years), 
concluding in this position in December, 2011. 

From 2012-2014, Sister Kath was engaged by the Catholic Education Office, Melbourne and worked 
in the area of Professional Standards, Conduct, Ethics and Investigation. From 2014-2019, Sister 
Kath was engaged by the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne as Senior Advisor to the Vicar General. 

Sister Kath has also been engaged in consultancy roles in professional standards, education, health 
and welfare and currently serves on a number of Boards, Advisory Boards and Committees within 
the Catholic sector. 

Michael McGirr 
Michael McGirr is the head of Mission Integration at Caritas Australia and a remember of the 
leadership team of the organisation. He has many years’ experience as a high school teacher, 
working in the area of faith and mission. He is a well known writer and his many books include 
Bypass: the story of a road, Things You get For Free, Books That Saved My Life, Finding God’s Traces 
and Doorways into Hope and Joy. This year, he will publish a book about Philosophy called Ideas to 
Save Your Life (text) and a book for Lent called The Cup We Bless (John Garratt). His is a regular 
columnist for both Australian Catholics and Madonna. He lives in Melbourne with jenny and their 
three teenage children, as well as a very pleasant dog called Pip. 

Tanya Ferguson 
Tanya is the Youth Officer - Engagement and Experience at the St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria. 
She is very passionate about social justice, particularly giving a voice to youth from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. In her role Tanya works closely with primary schools across the state, supporting the 
Mini Vinnies Program where students are empowered to learn about social justice and take action. 
She also leads the Soup Van Street Retreat Program providing an experience for Year 11 & 12 
students to attend a service night of the Fitzroy Soup Van. 

Apart from her role at Vinnies Victoria, she has also volunteered with the organisation for 6 years 
across their Kids Camp, Youth Conferences, Soup Vans, Home Visitation and even established the 
Teen Camp program. Tanya has also volunteered extensively with many other groups too such as 
Challenge, Canteen and the CFA to support and empower others in the community. 


