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	Daily Prayer
	Week beginning Monday 21 June 2021		Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time B









Readings: Job 38:1. 8-11; Ps 106:23-26. 28-31. R. v.1; 2 Cor 5:14-17; Mk 4:35-41
Using Daily Prayer
The following daily prayers can be used in their entirety or adapted to meet the needs of the audience. The prayers draw on the Sunday readings, so you may use any of the prayers on any day, although special focus will be given to Feast days, Solemnities and days of special cultural significance. Feel free to adapt the prayers for special occasions or specific intentions of your own class and school.
The prayers introduce students to traditional prayer and liturgical practices and responses, as well as a variety of Christian spiritual experiences. Take the opportunity to create a Sacred (protected) Space for prayer as you might do in creating a protected garden. This may include a prayer cloth or place mat, a Bible, a candle and flowers.
· The optional shorter Prayer of the Day is indicated by Green Text on each day.
Readings this week
In this week’s readings there is the constant focus on ‘faith’ to recognise the power of God at work in the events of our lives. Like Job, faith moves us from viewing God as a deity who is so distant from us that the circumstances of our lives appear to be irrelevant, to realising that everything is ultimately in God's hands and everything follows the course on which God has set it. For our part, all we can or need do is entrust ourselves to this loving God who cares if even a sparrow falls to the ground.
Overview of the Week
	Day and Liturgical Colour 
	Daily Prayer 
	Links to Liturgy, Traditional Prayers &
Forms of Prayer 

	Monday – Green
	The Lord constrains the sea
	Praying with the First Reading.  Written reflection. Listen, Respond.

	Tuesday – Green
	Give thanks to the Lord, his love is everlasting.
	Praying with the Responsorial Psalm. Responding with song. Listen, Respond.

	Wednesday – Green

	We are new creations in Christ
	Praying with the Second Reading. Entrance Antiphon. Listen, Respond.

	Thursday –Green

	Jesus stills the sea
	Praying with the Gospel. Gospel acclamation. Standing for the gospel. Quiet reflection. Listen, Respond.

	Friday – Green
Feast of Sts Peter & Paul
	Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances.
	Celebrating the end of term. Penitential Rite. Reading from 1 Thessalonians. Prayer of the Faithful. Blessing. Listen, Respond, Go Forth.


Note that scripture quotations are from the Lectionary or NRSV.
Suggested Teacher Background for the Readings 
· LiturgyHelp: Commentaries and Homilies & Reflections
· Loyola Press: Sunday Connection 
· The Emmaus Series: Sunday Reflections. 
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Readings: Job 38:1. 8-11; Ps 106:23-26. 28-31. R. v.1; 2 Cor 5:14-17; Mk 4:35-41
Today’s Daily Prayer – The Lord constrains the sea. 
Today we will focus on the First Reading. Preparation: Have three candles ready to be lit. Each person present will need a small card or piece of paper and a pen/pencil. Choose readers and someone to light the candles.
Monday 21 June
Gather
Sit quietly and prepare for prayer by becoming aware of God present in the Word, in each other and in ourselves. Take a few slow, deep breaths to help us attend to this moment. There may be special occasions or specific intentions that those gathered may wish to include in today’s prayer. Sound a singing bowl, a bell or a chime to begin.
The Sign of the Cross
Leader:	As we gather together in God’s presence, let us make the Sign of the Cross reverently and mindfully.
All:	In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Light of God’s Word
Leader:	As we light this candle, may the word of God grow in our hearts.
[image: Light a prayer candle - Teaching Catholic Kids]All:	Amen.
Light first candle and pause.
Leader:	As we light this candle, may the word of God inspire our minds. 
All:	Amen. 
Light second candle and pause.
Leader:	As we light this candle, may the word of God guide our deeds.
All	Amen.
Light third candle and pause. 											https://teachingcatholickids.org/light-a-prayer-candle/
Background to the First Reading
Today's first reading is from the Book of Job. Job had a rough life, having struggle after struggle. Job challenges God to explain all his suffering but instead God takes Job on a guided tour of creation to show him how everything is in its proper place and God is definitely in charge – as evident in the poetic depiction of God setting the boundaries beyond which the foaming sea shall not trespass. 
Listen
Leader:	Let us listen attentively to sacred scripture.
Reader:       I will make you a light to the nations.

[image: https://freebigpictures.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/rainbow-clouds.jpg]From the heart of the tempest the Lord gave Job his answer. He said:
Who pent up the sea behind closed doors
when it leapt tumultuous out of the womb,
when I wrapped it in a robe of mist
and made black clouds its swaddling bands;
when I marked the bounds it was not to cross 
and made it fast with a bolted gate?
Come thus far, I said, and no farther:
here your proud waves shall break.
Pause						           https://freebigpictures.com/clouds-pictures/rainbow-clouds/
Respond
Leader:	No matter how bad things are, as long as we have faith then we really have no need to be afraid. The questions that God fires at Job are unanswerable from a human point of view. We just cannot see things as God does and so account for all of reality. But God loved Job so much that he would prevent the storms, the ocean and anything from harming Job. 

Sometimes the storms in our lives test our faith. Try and recall some of those times.	

Write yourself an acrostic to remind yourself how you can have faith that God is with you and loves you in both the good and difficult times.

e.g.	F – family and friends are with me and love me
	A –
	I – 
	T –
	H – 
	 
Time for quiet writing and reflection.
Go Forth
Leader:	May we be the hands and feet of Christ in the world.
All:	Amen.
Leader:	May we be the eyes and ears of Christ in the world.
All:	Amen.
Leader:	May we be the heart of Christ in the world.
All:	Amen.
Extinguish candles and pause
All:	In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Readings: Job 38:1. 8-11; Ps 106:23-26. 28-31. R. v.1; 2 Cor 5:14-17; Mk 4:35-41
Today’s Daily Prayer – Give thanks to the Lord, his love is everlasting.

Today we will pray with the Responsorial Psalm. Preparation: Choose readers and someone to light the candle.
Tuesday 22 June
Gather
Sit quietly and prepare for prayer by becoming aware of God present in the Word, in each other and in ourselves. Take a few slow, deep breaths to help us attend to this moment. There may be special occasions or specific intentions that those gathered may wish to include in today’s prayer. Sound a singing bowl, a bell or a chime to begin. 
The Sign of the Cross
Leader:	As we gather together in God’s presence, let us make the Sign of the Cross reverently and mindfully.
All:	In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Light candle and pray. 
Leader:	As we light this candle, let us rejoice because we are wonderfully made.
All:	Amen.
Leader:	As we light this candle, let us rejoice because we are deeply loved.
All:	Amen.
Leader:	As we light this candle, let us rejoice because we are abundantly blessed.
All:	Amen.
Background to the Responsorial Psalm
The responsorial psalm gives thanks to God for protection, care and deliverance in a variety of situations, including sin. All of these testify to God’s steadfast love and unswerving commitment to humanity and creation and to bringing the divine purpose for both to its fulfilment. 








Listen
[image: C:\Users\hgoldsmith\Pictures\thanks.jfif]Leader:	Let us pray together the Responsorial Psalm.			
Reader:	Give thanks to the Lord, his love is everlasting.
All:	Give thanks to the Lord, his love is everlasting.
Reader:	For he spoke; he summoned the gale, 
	tossing the waves of the sea 
	up to heaven and back into the deep; 
	their soul melted away in their distress. 
All:	Give thanks to the Lord, his love is everlasting.
Reader:        Then they cried to the Lord in their need
and he rescued them from their distress.
He stilled the storm to a whisper:
all the waves of the sea were hushed.
All:	Give thanks to the Lord, his love is everlasting.
Reader:        They rejoiced because of the calm
and he led them to the haven they desired.
Let them thank the Lord for his love,
the wonders he does for men.
All:	Give thanks to the Lord, his love is everlasting.
Pause
Respond
Leader:	What images stay with you after hearing this psalm?
	How do you feel when you know you are safe from danger?
	Who are the people in your life who keep you safe?
	Say a quiet prayer in your heart for the people that look after you everyday.	
Pause
Go Forth
Leader:	Loving God, be at my right side, be at my left side,
	Walk ahead of me and walk behind me.
	Protect me with your love and power.
	Guard me and guide me this day and every day. 
All:	Amen.
Extinguish candles and pause
All:	In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Readings: Isaiah 49: 1–6; Psalm 139: 1–3, 13–15; Acts 13: 22–26; Luke 1: 57–66, 80
Today’s Daily Prayer – We are new creations in Christ.
Today we will focus on the Second Reading. Preparation: Choose readers for the various parts and someone to light the candle.
Wednesday 23 June
Gather
Sit quietly and prepare for prayer by becoming aware of God present in the Word, in each other and in ourselves. Take a few slow, deep breaths to help us attend to this moment. There may be special occasions or specific intentions that those gathered may wish to include in today’s prayer. Sound a singing bowl, a bell or a chime to begin. 
The Sign of the Cross
Leader:	As we gather together in God’s presence, let us make the Sign of the Cross reverently and mindfully.
All:	In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Light candle and pause.
Background to the Second Reading
In this reading Paul insists that the love of Christ completely transforms us, mind and heart. No longer do we judge according to human standards. No longer do we meet injury with assault. No longer do we relegate people to the margins of society, or hoard the goods that others need to survive. Everything is changed in this new worldview. We understand ourselves and our world differently. Most importantly, we perceive God differently.

Listen
If possible, the scripture passage is to be read from a lectionary or a bible, which could be put in an honoured place. Readers are to read slowly and clearly when proclaiming the word of God and treat the text with reverence.
Leader:	Let us listen attentively to the sacred scripture.
Reader:	A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
The love of Christ overwhelms us when we reflect that if one man has died for all, then all men should be dead; and the reason he died for all was so that living men should live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised to life for them.
From now onwards, therefore, we do not judge anyone by the standards of the flesh. Even if we did once know Christ in the flesh, that is not how we know him now. And for anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation; the old creation has gone, and now the new one is here.
Pause
Reader:	This is the word of the Lord.
All:	Thanks be to God.
Respond
Leader:	Paul, who is the speaker in this passage, is one of the great preachers of the good news and a man of deep passion and belief. He reflects upon the implications of really coming to appreciate the heart of the Jesus story. The thought of the love involved in Christ’s dying for all is simply ‘overwhelming’: it can completely transform our attitude to others and our faith and trust in God’s love.

The Apostles Creed
Leader:	Let us pray together the Apostles’ Creed which defines our faith and belief.
All:	I believe in God,
the Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
He descended into hell;
on the third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Catholic Church,
the communion of Saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.Image by Dorothy Woodward, rsj
Taken from www.liturgyritualprayer.com
© Copyright (2018) Emmaus Productions

Time for quiet reflection.
Go Forth
Leader:	May God who is love, teach us to love,
	May Jesus who is our guiding light, show us the way,
	May the Holy Spirit who is all powerful, inspire our words and deeds
All:	Amen.
Extinguish candles and pause
All:	In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Readings: Isaiah 49: 1–6; Psalm 139: 1–3, 13–15; Acts 13: 22–26; Luke 1: 57–66, 80
Today’s Daily Prayer – Jesus stills the sea
Today’s prayer will focus on the Gospel. Preparation: Choose readers and a person to light the candle.
Thursday 24 June
Gather
Sit quietly and prepare for prayer by becoming aware of God present in the Word, in each other and in ourselves. Take a few slow, deep breaths to help us attend to this moment. There may be special occasions or specific intentions that those gathered may wish to include in today’s prayer. Sound a singing bowl, a bell or a chime to begin.
The Sign of the Cross
Leader:	As we gather together in God’s presence, let us make the Sign of the Cross reverently and mindfully.
All:	In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Light candle and pause.
Penitential Prayer
Leader:	Let us pray for God’s mercy and forgiveness.
	Lord Jesus, you show us how to be people of kindness and gentleness. (Pause) Lord have mercy.
All:	Lord have mercy.
Leader:	Christ Jesus, you show us how to be people of justice and compassion. (Pause) Christ have mercy.
All:	Christ have mercy.
Leader:	Lord Jesus, you show us how to be people of love and peace. (Pause) Lord have mercy.
All:	Lord have mercy.
Leader:	May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins and bring us to life everlasting.
All:	Amen.
Background to the Gospel 
In today's Gospel reading we will hear about Jesus after a long, hard day. He is very tired. He asks his disciples to join him in the boat and he falls asleep. A storm began and the disciples were scared and woke Jesus. Jesus stopped the storm and questioned the disciples, asking them about their faith.
Think about the word ‘faith’. What do we believe in? How do you think the disciples felt? How about Jesus, how do you think he felt? Jesus calming the sea is what we call a miracle – what do you think? Listen closely as the Gospel is read to us now.
Listen
Reader:	The Lord be with you.
All:	And with your spirit.
Reader:	A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.
All:	Glory to you, O Lord.
Mindfully trace the Sign of the Cross on the forehead, the lips and the heart.
	With the coming of evening, Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Let us cross over to the other side.’ And leaving the crowd behind they took him, just as he was, in the boat; and there were other boats with him. Then it began to blow a gale and the waves were breaking into the boat so that it was almost swamped. But he was in the stern, his head on the cushion, asleep. They woke him and said to him, ‘Master, do you not care? We are going down!’ And he woke up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, ‘Quiet now! Be calm!’ And the wind dropped, and all was calm again. Then he said to them, ‘Why are you so frightened? How is it that you have no faith?’ They were filled with awe and said to one another, ‘Who can this be? Even the wind and the sea obey him.’ (Pause)
Reader:	The gospel of the Lord
All:	Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Respond
Savouring Scripture
Leader:	Sit quietly on your chair with feet on the floor and your hands in your lap. (Pause) 
Close your eyes and slow your breathing into a gentle rhythm. (Pause)
Open one hand out flat and face the palm towards you. Using a finger of your other hand slowly trace your name on to your flat palm. Write it a second time. (Pause)
God has chosen you in faith and has something special for you to do. You are called to reveal God’s love where you find yourself, through your gifts and talents.
Let us take some time now to pray for the grace to trust in God and have faith so we can carry out this mission even though at times it may be difficult. (Pause)
Whatever the mission, God journeys with us. Let us thank God for his presence in our lives and ask God to strengthen our faith. 
Time for quiet reflection
Go Forth
Leader:	As we go forth from here, let us listen with the ears of our hearts to hear God calling us by name and accept the mission we have been given. May we reveal God’s love and care to others through the way we live out the gospel messages of justice, compassion and mercy.
All:	Amen.
Extinguish candles and pause
All:	In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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R Readings: Isaiah 49: 1–6; Psalm 139: 1–3, 13–15; Acts 13: 22–26; Luke 1: 57–66, 80
Today’s Daily Prayer – Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances.
Today we celebrate the end of the term. 
Preparation: Choose readers and someone to light the candles.
Friday 25 June 
Gather
Sit quietly and prepare for prayer by becoming aware of God present in the Word, in each other and in ourselves. Take a few slow, deep breaths to help us attend to this moment. There may be special occasions or specific intentions that those gathered may wish to include in today’s prayer. Sound a singing bowl, a bell or a chime to begin.
The Sign of the Cross
Leader:	As we gather together in God’s presence, let us make the Sign of the Cross reverently and mindfully.
All:	In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Light three candles and pause after each one has been lit.Candles, Pixabay (CC0 Public Domain)

Leader:	As we come the end of another term, we remember the good times for they have filled us with excitement and pleasure, peace and satisfaction. (Light candle.)
Leader:	We remember the hard times for without them we would not have had the chance to grow into better people. (Light candle.)
Leader:	We rejoice in our achievements, no matter how small, and celebrate the challenges we have faced and overcome. (Light candle.)
All:	Amen
Listen
Leader:	Let us listen attentively to the words of sacred scripture.
Reader:	A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians. 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
Pause
Reader:	The word of the Lord.
All:	Thanks be to God.
Respond
Prayers of the Faithful	
Leader:	With thankful hearts, gracious God, we pray for the needs of our people.
Reader:	For the children and staff in our school community.  May they find time to rest and be restored in mind, body and spirit during the upcoming holidays (pause).  Lord, hear us.
All:	Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:	For those who guide and teach the children of our school. We are grateful that they share their faith, time and gifts so generously (pause).  Lord, hear us.
All:	Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:	For all who have enriched the life of our school (office) throughout the term – our staff, students, parents and friends. We thank you for their valuable contributions in making our school (office) what it is today (pause).   Lord, hear us.
All:	Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:	For the leaders of our community.  We pray that their decisions will always be guided by the Holy Spirit (pause).  Lord hear us.
All:	Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:	Gracious God, hear the prayers your children pray with faithful and trusting hearts. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All:	Amen
Go Forth
Blessing
The person giving the blessing stands and puts his/her hand on the head or shoulder of the person receiving the blessing. This person either kneels or sits in front of them. When they have finished, they change places and the other person receives the blessing
Leader:	I invite you to pray this blessing slowly and mindfully on the person next to you. 
	May you rejoice always, and may God stay close to your heart.
	May you always give thanks to God and be grateful.
	May you keep what is good and reject all that is evil.
	And may you always know God’s love, peace and faithfulness. Amen.
The Sign of Peace
Leader:	As we come to the end of another term, let us offer each other a sign of peace.
	(Sign of peace.)
Extinguish candles and pause
All:	In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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