
1   Transformation 
 Foundation

This sequence is designed to support the students to explore the change in Jesus 
between his crucifixion and his ascension into heaven. Understanding change from  
a personal point of view and identifying some radical changes like the life cycle of 
the butterfly provide a starting point to help students engage with the learning.

PROCESS LEARNING INTENTION RESOURCES ACTIVITY CONTENT DESCRIPTORS

Provocation To stir thought, wonder, 
curiosity and further 
questions in the learners’ 
minds.

 

https://www.vecteezy.com/
vector-art/297460-butterfly-
life-cycle-diagram

Note: Teachers might like 
to find an image of the 
butterfly’s life cycle like the 
one presented here, showing 
the eggs, caterpillar, chrysalis 
and butterfly.

Ask students: What do you see? What do you think about what 
you see? What wonderings do you have?

Invite students to suggest what the image depicts. Focus on 
the four stages of the life of the butterfly and how different it 
looks at each stage. 

Ask students to draw the four different stages: eggs, 
caterpillar, chrysalis and butterfly.
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https://www.twinkl.com.au/resource/T-T-003-Easter-Story-Sequencing
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How do I encounter this?
What do I think and sense?

To make connections between 
the Resurrection of Jesus 
and personal experiences of 
change and new beginnings.

Photos (if possible) of changes 
in the student’s life, e.g. first 
day at school or coming home 
from hospital as a newborn.

Ask students to consider times when they have experienced 
change. These might be big changes, e.g. starting school 
or when a new sibling was born. These could also be small 
changes, e.g. getting a new tooth. 

Students may have access to photos of these events. (They 
might even have photos of how they are now learning from 
home.) Ask students:

How did these changes make you feel?

What did you think about during these changes?

How did you feel after each change?

K&U – Explain the meaning 
of scripture stories about the 
life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus.

R&R – Interpret the stories of 
Jesus, making connections 
to experiences of family and 
friendship.

P&CE – Reflect on ways Jesus 
shows us how to live in right 
relationships.

A large sheet of paper and 
drawing supplies.

On a blank sheet of paper, have students draw a picture of a 
change that they were part of or that they noticed. Then, have 
them ask an older sibling, parent or carer about some changes 
they remember and how they felt about it.

How do others  
encounter this?
What do others think  
and why?

Students find out what others 
know and think about the 
Easter story.

Invite students to share what happens in their house at Easter. 

Ask students: Why is Easter a special time? They will likely talk 
about chocolate and the Easter bunny.

R&R – Interpret the stories of 
Jesus, making connections 
to experiences of family and 
friendship.

Paper and drawing supplies.

A recording device, e.g.  
mobile phone.

Ask them to draw a picture of what they think Easter is about.

Have students look at the images at the beginning of this 
resource. Ask them to describe what they see in each picture. 
Then, ask them to find out what other people think Easter 
is about and how others feel about Easter. Students should 
record the responses using a mobile device.

Ask them to play back what they recorded and listen to  
what other people said about Easter. Then ask: What do you 
think now?

Students might complete a 
Y-chart of what Easter looks 
like, feels like and sounds like.

Ask students to write some words or draw some pictures  
on a page that they think tell us about Easter.
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How is this encountered 
in the Catholic faith?
What does the Catholic 
Church teach and why? 

What does our Church tell us 
about the Easter story?

Luke 23: 44–47 Share the linked scripture passage. 

Ask students what they think about it.

Ask: How do you think Jesus is feeling? 

Why do you think Jesus had to die? 

What does it teach us about God?

Ask students to find the picture at the top of the page that 
shows how Jesus died.

Then, have them draw their own picture of what happened.

K&U – Explain the meaning 
of scripture stories about the 
life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus.

The Holy Tales:  
Jesus has risen!

Have students watch The Holy Tales clip (linked) in sections, 
starting with the first 4–5 minutes.

Ask students what they liked the most in the story. Ask: What is 
the most important thing that happens in the story? 

What do you wonder about the story?

Invite students to find the pictures at the top of the page that 
shows what happened in this part of the story.

If printing is an option, students might cut out and order the 
four images (from the beginning of this resource) and stick 
them in their RE exercise book. If not, they might use the 
images as a guide and draw their own interpretation. 

Ask students to then draw a face that shows how Jesus was 
feeling in each of the four pictures. 

The Holy Tales:  
Jesus has risen

Return to the cartoon clip and continue watching for another 
5¬–6 minutes (this section of the video will be about the 
ascension). 

Ask: What do you think happened to Jesus after he rose from 
the dead?

RE exercise book and  
drawing supplies.

Have students write or draw in their RE exercise book what it 
might look like when Jesus went back to his father in heaven. 
They might draw what Jesus’ face looked like when he got to 
heaven.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23%3A44-47&version=NRSV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LhWLz43nQE
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LhWLz43nQE
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Assessment
K&U – Students explain the Catholic tradition and its 
elements by sequencing and retelling, using borrowed 
ideas.

R&R – Students interpret their life in dialogue with the 
Catholic tradition and the cultural context by naming their 
own ideas and reflecting on the ideas of others to make sense 
of their experiences and wonderings.

P&CE – Students reflect on experiences that provoke spiritual 
and religious insights by expressing their thoughts and 
feelings, and making connections to personal experiences. 
They integrate new insights by seeing familiar relationships  
in different ways.

PROCESS LEARNING INTENTION RESOURCES ACTIVITY CONTENT DESCRIPTORS

How am I called into  
a deeper relationship  
with others, the world 
and God? 
How have I been 
transformed by this 
encounter?

To help students make 
connections between their life 
at home and the Easter story.

Ask students to think about why Jesus died and rose again. 

Invite students to share their wonderings. 

P&CE – Reflect on ways Jesus 
shows us how to live in right 
relationships.

 

https://wearethatfamily.
com/2012/03/diy-mini-
resurrection-garden/

An old pie dish, baking tray 
or planter tray; potting soil 
or soil from the garden; a 
large stone, for the tomb’s 
entrance; a small pot, for  
the tomb.

Make a Resurrection or Easter Garden that tells the story of 
Easter Sunday. It is simple to make, and can be displayed and 
discussed by all members of the family. It may form the basis 
of a quiet prayer space at home.

A Resurrection Garden is basically a miniature of the Easter 
story, with the three crosses and the tomb. While it has a 
more sobering meaning, it is also inexpressibly beautiful. This 
activity allows children to represent Easter Sunday morning 
using nature and objects found at home. A potato hollowed out, 
or a small pot, can be used to represent the tomb.

As the students make the garden, ask them to explain each 
element and why they are putting it there. Students may refer 
to the images at the top of the page to help them explain.

Ask students to draw a picture of Jesus before he died. Then 
ask them to draw a picture of him after he rose from the dead.

Ask: How has Jesus changed? Where was Jesus before he rose? 

They might like to look at the pictures at the top of the page  
for help.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K&U – Explain the meaning 
of scripture stories about the 
life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus.
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