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 Year 1/2

This sequence of lessons is designed to help students explore the change from 
the human Jesus to the resurrected Jesus and what this might have looked like. 
Students are invited to identify changes in their own experience and use the 
metamorphosis of the butterfly as an example of radical change. 

PROCESS LEARNING INTENTION RESOURCES ACTIVITY CONTENT DESCRIPTORS

Provocation To stir thought, wonder, 
curiosity and further 
questions in the learners’ 
minds.

 

https://www.vecteezy.com/
vector-art/297460-butterfly-
life-cycle-diagram

Note: Teachers might like to 
find an image of the butterfly’s 
life cycle like the one presented 
here, showing the eggs, 
caterpillar, chrysalis and 
butterfly.

Ask students: What do you see? What do you think about what 
you see? What wonderings do you have?

Invite students to suggest what the image depicts. Focus on 
the four stages of the life of the butterfly.
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https://www.twinkl.com.au/resource/T-T-003-Easter-Story-Sequencing

https://www.vecteezy.com/vector-art/297460-butterfly-life-cycle-diagram
https://www.vecteezy.com/vector-art/297460-butterfly-life-cycle-diagram
https://www.vecteezy.com/vector-art/297460-butterfly-life-cycle-diagram
https://www.twinkl.com.au/resource/T-T-003-Easter-Story-Sequencing
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PROCESS LEARNING INTENTION RESOURCES ACTIVITY CONTENT DESCRIPTORS

How do I encounter this?
What do I think and sense?

To make connections between 
the Resurrection of Jesus 
and personal experiences of 
change and new beginnings.

A large sheet of paper and 
general drawing supplies.

Photos (if possible) of changes 
in the student’s life, e.g. first 
day at school or coming home 
from hospital as a newborn.

Ask students to consider times when they have experienced 
change. These might be big changes, e.g. starting school 
or when a new sibling was born. These could also be small 
changes, e.g. getting a new tooth. 

Students may have access to photos of these events. (They 
might even have photos of how they are now learning from 
home.) Ask students: 

How did these changes make you feel? 

Ask them to imagine how it might feel to leave their home and 
move to a new country, for example.

Ask: What did you think about during these changes?

How did you feel after each change?

On a blank sheet of paper, have students draw and describe as 
many of these changes as they can think of. Then, have them 
ask an older sibling, parent or carer about some changes they 
remember and how they felt.

K&U – Explain the significance 
of key events and celebrations 
within the liturgical year.

R&R – Interpret the signs, 
symbols and actions of 
key liturgical events and 
celebrations in relation to own 
experiences.

P&CE – Reflect on the impact 
that participation in key 
liturgical celebrations has on 
community.

How do others  
encounter this?
What do others think  
and why?

For students to be able to 
retell the story of the death 
and Resurrection of Jesus 
using their own words with 
some detail. 

Students find out what others 
know and think about the 
Easter story.

A recording device, e.g. mobile 
phone or camera; or pencil 
and paper to write down 
answers.

Ask students to look at the images at the beginning of this 
document and use them as a guide to retelling the Easter 
events.

Then, ask them to find out what other people think happened 
at Easter, and how they feel about it. 

Have students record or write down their responses and share 
them with the class.

Behind the News:  
Easter traditions

Together, look at the Behind the News article that discusses 
different aspects of Easter. 

Once students have finished reading and watching the clip, 
invite them to respond to the following questions.

1. How are the ideas and information presented in the article 
connected to what you already knew?

2. What new ideas did you get that extended your thinking?

3. What is still challenging for you to get your mind around?

4. What questions do you now have?

The purpose of this is to encourage students to make careful 
observations and thoughtful interpretations.

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/newsbreak/easter-traditions/11024686
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/newsbreak/easter-traditions/11024686
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/newsbreak/easter-traditions/11024686
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How is this encountered 
in the Catholic faith?
What does the Catholic 
Church teach and why? 

What does our church tell us 
about the Easter story?

Luke 23: 44–47 Share the linked scripture.  

Ask students what they think about it.

Ask: How do you think Jesus is feeling? 

Why do you think Jesus had to die? 

What does it teach us about God?

The Holy Tales:  
Jesus has risen! 

or 

scripture passage

Matthew 28: 1–10

Have students watch the linked clip in sections, starting with 
the first 5–6 minutes. Alternatively, read the linked scripture. 
Older or more confident readers might read the Matthew 
account.

Discuss the following questions:

1. Who witnessed the Resurrection of Jesus?

2. How did people react to the resurrection of Jesus? Why was 
it hard to recognise Jesus?

3. What does the resurrection of Jesus mean for believers?

4. What does the resurrection of Jesus mean for you? Why did 
Jesus rise from the dead?

After discussing these questions, have students choose a 
numbered question and record the answer to their chosen 
question in their RE exercise book. They may choose to write 
or draw their answers.

Note: Teachers may like 
to prepare a ‘complete the 
sentence’ activity for the 
younger students.

Return to the images at the beginning of this document. 

If printing is an option, have students cut out and order the 
images, and stick them in their RE exercise book. If not, 
they might use the images as a guide and draw their own 
interpretation. Have students write a description retelling what 
is happening in the images. Then, have them add a thought 
bubble to each scene, showing what they imagine one person 
is thinking or feeling. 

Ask students to focus on Jesus in the crucifixion scene and 
compare it to Jesus in the resurrection scene.

Ask: What changes do you notice between the death of Jesus 
and the resurrection of Jesus?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23%3A44-47&version=NRSV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LhWLz43nQE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LhWLz43nQE
https://biblehub.com/childrens/Jesus_Conquers_Death.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A1-10&version=NRSV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LhWLz43nQE
https://biblehub.com/childrens/Jesus_Conquers_Death.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A1-10&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A1-10&version=NRSV
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The Holy Tales:  
Jesus has risen!

Return to the cartoon clip and watch for a further 5–6 minutes 
(the story will continue to the ascension). 

Ask: What do you think happened to Jesus after he rose from 
the dead?

Have students write or draw in their RE exercise book what it 
might look like when Jesus went back to his father in heaven. 
Ask them to use thought bubbles and write how Jesus and God 
were feeling.

How am I called into  
a deeper relationship  
with others, the world 
and God? 
How have I been 
transformed by this 
encounter?

Responding to the  
new learning.

Behind the News:  
Easter traditions

Revisit the Behind the News article (linked) and read about the 
importance of Easter for Christians. Remind students that 
every time we celebrate Mass, we remember Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, and thank Jesus for dying on the cross and rising 
from the dead for us. Explain that this is why it is important to 
go to Mass.

K&U – Explain the significance 
of key events and celebrations 
within the liturgical year.

We proclaim your Death, 
O Lord, and profess your 
Resurrection until you  
come again.

Read the prayer (supplied). Ask students if they know this 
prayer or where it comes from. Having learned about what 
happens at Easter, ask students to explain this prayer and why 
we say it at Mass.

Using this mystery of faith, or any of the other mysteries of 
faith from the Eucharistic prayer (available in Liturgy Help), ask 
students to copy it into their RE exercise book and decorate it 
using different colours. They might even memorise it and say it 
at home. 

Students could also leave their RE exercise book open at this 
page in a special place at home, with a candle and a cross.

R&R – Interpret the signs, 
symbols and actions of 
key liturgical events and 
celebrations in relation to own 
experiences.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LhWLz43nQE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LhWLz43nQE
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/newsbreak/easter-traditions/11024686
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/newsbreak/easter-traditions/11024686
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Assessment
K&U – Students explain the Catholic tradition and its 
elements by drawing on their experiences and the 
perspectives of others.

R&R – Students interpret their life in dialogue with the 
Catholic tradition and the cultural context by describing, 
wondering and posing questions about how they live and  
what they believe.

P&CE – Students reflect on experiences that provoke spiritual 
and religious insights by considering their own thoughts 
and feelings and those of others, identifying similarities 
and differences. They integrate new insights by identifying 
possible implications for community.

PROCESS LEARNING INTENTION RESOURCES ACTIVITY CONTENT DESCRIPTORS

How am I called into 
commitment and 
action?
What do I think now  
and why?

To reflect on Jesus’ 
Resurrection and how 
students can transform the 
lives of others around them.

When Jesus went up to be with his father in heaven, he told his 
friends to go out and bring his message of love to the whole 
world. When we go to Mass, we remember this and it helps us 
to be better people in the world.

P&CE – Reflect on the impact 
that participation in key 
liturgical celebrations has  
on community.

Concepts for a  
Eucharistic Life

Explore the ‘Concepts for a Eucharistic Life’ (linked). Look at 
the boxes and discuss how each is an example of how we can 
show God’s love for others. 

Invite students to make a list of different ways they can show 
God’s love for others. They might also write or draw these 
actions on a blank calendar and tick them off as they do them. 

http://www.togetheratonealtar.catholic.edu.au/live/dsp-content.cfm?loadref=51
http://www.togetheratonealtar.catholic.edu.au/live/dsp-content.cfm?loadref=51

