
1     A community I would like to belong to 
 Year 5/6

This learning sequence is designed for middle  
and upper primary school students. It explores the 
importance of belonging to a community and has  
a particular focus on the Catholic community. 

PROCESS LEARNING INTENTION RESOURCES ACTIVITY CONTENT DESCRIPTORS

Provocation To stir thought, wonder, 
curiosity and further 
questions in the learners.

RE exercise book, colour 
pencils/pens and paper.

What is a community?

Brainstorm words that answer this question and add onto a 
large sheet of paper or into a double-page spread of your RE 
exercise book.

How do I encounter this?
What do I think and sense?

Students interpret their life 
in dialogue with the cultural 
context by investigating and 
making sense of differing 
views, and evaluating their 
understandings.

They integrate new insights on 
the roles and responsibilities 
of building a just community 
by describing possible 
implications in both local  
and global contexts. 

Keeping in mind what you did above, on the same sheet of 
paper, write in the communities you belong to in a different 
colour.

What do you think is important about being part of a community?

In a different colour again, add the answer to this question to 
your collage.

Share your work with a parent or an older sibling and ask them 
what they would add. 

Give them a different coloured pen or pencil so they can write 
their answers in your RE exercise book. 

Our Prime Minister Scott Morrison has stated that hoarding 
is ‘un-Australian’ and ‘ridiculous’. Why do you think our Prime 
Minister thinks this?

Prime Minister’s statement:

https://www.abc.net.
au/news/2020-03-18/
coronavirus-panic-buying-
pm-tells-people-to-stop-
hoarding/12066082 

Reflect on the statement made by our Prime Minister, and 
think of the research you have conducted about being in a 
community and your experience of being part of society in 
Australia. Then, create two columns in your RE exercise book. 

In the first, list values that Australians uphold and, in the 
second column, list un-Australian attitudes and/or practices. 

We talk of ‘Australian values’, but that does not mean that 
these values are only Australian.

Mahatma Gandhi once said that ‘a nation’s greatness is 
measured by how it treats its weakest members’. 
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How do others  
encounter this?
What do others think  
and why?

Students interpret their life 
in dialogue with the cultural 
context by investigating and 
making sense of differing 
views, and evaluating their 
understandings.

A telephone or computer 
to communicate, using 
FaceTime, Skype or Zoom, 
etc.

How have others encountered this?

Write four good questions about being part of a community. 
Skype, call or video-call a family member or a friend. Contact 
at least three people and ask them what communities they 
belong to, and the four questions you came up with earlier. 
Record their answers in your RE exercise book.

Ask them why they answered your questions the way they did.

What was surprising to you about their answers?

Communities not only share values, they also support each 
other, particularly during difficult or challenging times. 

Research five ways in which the Australian Government and 
Australians in general are supporting those who are most 
vulnerable at this time. For example, providing a set time for 
the elderly to shop at supermarkets.

How is this encountered 
in the Catholic faith?
What does the Catholic 
Church teach and why? 

Students explain the 
significance of the Church 
by identifying and evaluating 
their own perspectives, as 
well as those of others. 

Students reflect on the 
Word of God and identify 
how the teachings of Jesus 
impact them. They do this by 
expressing and articulating 
moments of encounter. 

Mt 28: 16–20 Read the text from Matthew’s Gospel and write in your RE 
exercise book the words that you know the meaning of or 
can explain. Alongside these words, write an explanation or 
another word that you think means the same. Then, answer 
the following questions:

• What is Jesus asking of his followers?

• What reaction would the community have to the disciples 
following these instructions?

• Is this mission possible today?

• What experiences have you had that link to this text?

• How did this reading and reflection make you feel? 

• How did you become a member of the Catholic community?

K&U – Explain the 
significance of the Church.

R&R – Interpret what it 
means to belong to the 
Catholic Church or other faith 
communities.

R&R – Interpret key scripture 
texts, making connections 
to experiences, feelings and 
beliefs.

Lk 3: 20–22 Read the scripture story about Jesus’ baptism and outline the 
order of events in your RE exercise book. How is this similar to 
the way we celebrate baptisms today?

Ask your parents about your baptism, naming ceremony or 
other initiation. They may have photos they could share while 
having this conversation.

Record the following questions (and their answers) in your  
RE exercise book:

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+28%3A16-20&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3:20-22&version=NRSV
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PROCESS LEARNING INTENTION RESOURCES ACTIVITY CONTENT DESCRIPTORS

• Why did you choose to do this for me?

• Why was it important?

• What are your hopes for my future?

• Reflect in your RE exercise book: 

• Would you choose this for yourself? Why/why not?

List the things you believe you are really good at in your RE 
exercise book. It could be a particular talent that you have, 
or being a good listener or a good brother/sister, etc. Then 
answer the following questions: 

• How do you use your gifts in the communities in which  
you belong?

• How can you use your skills to help others?

1 Cor 12: 27–31 Read St Paul’s letter.

How did you react to this text? If this was a story in the 
newspaper, what would the headline be? Write your answers  
in your RE exercise book. 

Think about the three texts we have explored. Go back and look 
at the notes you have made about the texts. 

In your RE exercise book, record how Jesus is asking us to live. 
What must we do to fulfill the mission we are called into? 

What is Jesus saying about himself in these texts?

How could you use your talents to contribute to your faith 
community?

Share your answers with other members of the class by 
creating a Google Slide and explain how you will be an active 
member of your faith community. 

Each student will prepare one Google Slide and we will then 
have a presentation on how we can live out our baptism.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12%3A27-31&version=NRSVCE
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Assessment
K&U – Students explain the Catholic tradition and 
its elements by identifying and evaluating their own 
perspectives, as well as the perspectives of others. 

R&R – Students interpret their life in dialogue with the 
Catholic tradition and the cultural context by investigating 
and making sense of differing views, and evaluating their 
understandings and interpretations. 

P&CE – Students reflect on experiences that provoke 
spiritual and religious insights by expressing and articulating 
moments of encounter. They integrate new insights by 
describing possible implications for local or global contexts.

PROCESS LEARNING INTENTION RESOURCES ACTIVITY CONTENT DESCRIPTORS

How am I called into  
a deeper relationship  
with others, the world 
and God? 
How have I been 
transformed by this 
encounter?

Students interpret their life in 
dialogue with what it means to 
belong to the Catholic Church 
or other faith communities.

A telephone or computer 
to communicate, using 
FaceTime, Skype or Zoom, 
etc.

If possible, you might like to work with a classmate on this 
activity.

You could do so by using FaceTime, Skype or Zoom to plan  
the activity together.

You may use PowerPoint or some other program to present 
this.

Think about the scripture passages we have looked at so far. 
Choose one and create a prayer liturgy around it. Write at least 
three prayers in response to your chosen scripture passage 
and design the prayer space. You may also choose a song or 
poem as part of your liturgy.

P&CE – Reflect on the roles 
and responsibilities in building 
a just community.

 

P&CE – Reflect on the Word 
of God and identify how the 
teachings of Jesus impact 
others.

How am I called into 
commitment and 
action?
What do I think now  
and why?

Students interpret their life in 
dialogue with what it means to 
belong to the Catholic Church 
or other faith communities.

Lk 4: 17–21 

Mt 25: 34–40

Read the two linked scripture passages and choose one of 
these. Then, read it a second time. How does Jesus tell us to 
treat the vulnerable or marginalised in this passage?

Who might these people be in our community today?

How should we treat and care for them?

What can you do?

P&CE – Reflect on the roles 
and responsibilities in building 
a just community.

P&CE – Reflect on the Word 
of God and identify how the 
teachings of Jesus impact 
others.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4%3A17-21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A34-40&version=NIV

