Thank you for the opportunity, I love discussing
these big ideas, we just don’t do this enough.

CreaBng spaces for, and being
fully present to, the stories of
our faith communiBes

An appreciative inquiry in partnership with
St Paul the Apostle Doreen
& Dr. Jayne-Louise Collins
EdPartnerships International
And that is what faith is to me – being present.
And that is what the school is to me – being
present here – you’re not everywhere else … not
rushing and doing, it is the presence.

What is offered here?
…the open and honest reflections of a group of parents in response to the following prompt:
Tell us about a significant experience or encounter in a faith community that
you or your family are part of (or have been part of), an experience where you or
your family felt most alive, an experience that was life giving, an experience
that was deeply meaningful for you or your family

With an invitation to…
…name the hopes and dreams you have for this faith
community now and into the future…

A number of different lenses were offered to parents to explore these reflections, and they
were invited to consider their own personal and collective responses.

So…what do I need to bring to this experience – to what is offered here?
A listening stance, a slowing down, an openness to the other ..

The unfolding story of the
faith community of St Paul the
Apostle is told through an
exploration of these seven
themes.
Select any of these themes by
clicking the text; you will be
invited to read the story and
then to engage in a Reflection
and Dialogue opportunity.
You can then return here –
to the beginning – to select
another, and to continue
again…
The last section of this book
outlines the process used to
create the space for this
unfolding story . . .

Solidarity through community and a
commitment to the Common Good

An expression of

An expression of Openness to

Sacramentality in our day to day lives
Theology of Young

People

Hope filled
Prayer is precious – born of a readiness to listen
Called to Act
Spaces to Gather

Solidarity through community and a
commitment to the Common Good

An expression of

In reﬂec'ng on their experiences of the school community
at St Paul the Apostle the parents had a keen sense of the
community as suppor've, welcoming and inclusive. They
experienced belonging and acceptance, and this was
iden'ﬁed as important in the context of their contemporary lives.
I’m watching my daughter out the window right now – so
we have moved from interstate and I have other children
with disabili8es, and it has been quite isola8ng for our
family and we have gone through some family upheavals
over the years. We never considered a Catholic school for
[Sally] because we are not a par8cularly faith-based family
and we just felt that she wouldn’t be included in that
environment and because that’s not something that is our
environment either. AEer looking around at a lot of
diﬀerent schools, on a whim, I thought there is a Catholic
School up the road ….
In the almost 2 years we have been here now I have just
seen [Sally] be welcomed with open arms and that has
been extended to our family and her sister – who loves
coming here. And just now (looking out the window) [Sally]
is having a drink and she can’t manipulate the bubbler, and
10 kids have come up to say I’ll hold it down, I’ll show you.
Its lovely to see - I think it is the faith and the community
here, a real sense of community at this school, everyone is
helping each other out. It has been wonderful for us as a
family and for [Sally].

In reflecting on their experiences of the school community
at St Paul the Apostle the parents had a keen sense of the
community as supportive, welcoming and inclusive. They
experienced belonging and acceptance…

I’m watching my daughter out the window right now – so
we have moved from interstate and I have other children
with disabilities, and it has been quite isolating for our
family and we have gone through some family upheavals
over the years. We never considered a Catholic school for
[Sally] because we are not a particularly faith-based family
and we just felt that she wouldn’t be included in that
environment and because that’s not something that is our
environment either. After looking around at a lot of
different schools, on a whim, I thought there is a Catholic
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coming here. And just now (looking out the window) [Sally]
is having a drink and she can’t manipulate the bubbler, and
10 kids have come up to say I’ll hold it down, I’ll show you.
Its lovely to see - I think it is the faith and the community
here, a real sense of community at this school, everyone is
helping each other out. It has been wonderful for us as a
family and for [Sally].

Solidarity through community and a
commitment to the Common Good.

An expression of

Solidarity invites us to ‘meet’ the other as equal, to
welcome the other as integral to understanding self, the
other and being in community. It is through the otherness
we come to know God and know God’s love. Solidarity
opens all to the possibility of God’s self-revelation through
the other. An intentional commitment to community, in this
way, it is a commitment to the common good.
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An expression of Solidarity through community and a
commitment to the Common Good.

Solidarity invites us to ‘meet’ the other as equal, to
welcome the other as integral to understanding self, the
other and being in community. It is through the otherness
we come to know God and know God’s love. Solidarity
opens all to the possibility of God’s self-revelation through
the other. An intentional commitment to community, in this
way, it is a commitment to the common good.

Reflection & Dialogue opportunity:
In what ways is our school community an
expression of Solidarity?
Who does our community really care about
and ‘stand with’?
How is this given expression?
How does the encounter with the o/Other enrich
our faith community?

An expression of Solidarity through community

and a commitment to the Common Good.

I think it is the faith and the community here, a real sense of
community at this school, everyone is helping each other out.
It has been wonderful for us as a family and for [Sally].

An expression of Solidarity through community

and a commitment to the Common Good.

On our first day here, we didn’t know anybody, we came from interstate – it has just
been so welcoming. One of the mums here saw me standing in the corner looking lost,
it was my son’s first day of school ever, and it was my first time, a lot of the mums already
had friends here, she came over and then brought me into her house after 15 mins
of knowing me, which is wonderful.
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On our ﬁrst day here, we didn’t know anybody, we came from interstate – it has just
been so welcoming. One of the mums here saw me standing in the corner looking lost,
it was my son’s ﬁrst day of school ever, and it was my ﬁrst >me, a lot of the mums already
had friends here, she came over and then brought me into her house a?er 15 mins
of knowing me, which is wonderful.

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me”
Mt. 25:35
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been so welcoming. One of the mums here saw me standing in the corner looking lost,
it was my son’s first day of school ever, and it was my first time, a lot of the mums already
had friends here, she came over and then brought me into her house after 15 mins
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“I was a stranger and you welcomed me”
Mt. 25:35

Reflection & Dialogue opportunity:
In what ways do we formally and spontaneously
offer a welcome in our community?

Who am I a stranger to?
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and a commitment to the Common Good.

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me”
Mt. 25:35

Reflection & Dialogue opportunity:
In what ways do we formally and spontaneously
offer a welcome in our community?

Who am I a stranger to?

“I have come that you may have life and have it to the full” Jn. 10:10

His morals and values are extremely important to us at home,
and because we instil them in him, therefore they carry on in school…
so it continues, it is not like it’s a break, he doesn’t have to go to
school to fight for what he believes in … it is still here in the school.
This is so important for him as he grows up as a young person.

and a commitment to the Common Good.

I often think about my son who is very enthusiastic… and I look
at him and think about nature vs nurture. I think of that often in life. I
believe that his nature is a better nature because of the nurture he is
getting … the morning prayers are so important to him ….. he has
that moral standing to think about the things he prays about.
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The Dignity of the Human Person

An inclusive community is a place for
everyone, where young people’s
utterances and expressions of God
are taken seriously and recognised
as God’s word, and an
interpretation of God’s word. This
recognises the important offer of
young people to the community as it
seeks to engage more deeply with
the mystery of God.
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believe that his nature is a better nature because of the nurture he is
getting … the morning prayers are so important to him ….. he has
that moral standing to think about the things he prays about.
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His morals and values are extremely important to us at home,
and because we instil them in him, therefore they carry on in school…
so it continues, it is not like it’s a break, he doesn’t have to go to
school to fight for what he believes in … it is still here in the school.
This is so important for him as he grows up as a young person.

The Dignity of the Human Person

An inclusive community is a place for
everyone, where young people’s
utterances’ and expressions of God
are taken seriously and recognised
as God’s word, and an interpretation
of God’s word. This recognises the
important offer of young people to
the community as it seeks to engage
more deeply with the mystery of
God.
Reflection & Dialogue opportunity:

“I have come that you may have life and have it to the full”
Jn. 10:10

In what ways does our community take
seriously the ‘theologising of young people’ –
how they express and think about God?

and a commitment to the Common Good.

I often think about my son who is very enthusiastic… and I look
at him and think about nature vs nurture. I think of that often in life. I
believe that his nature is a better nature because of the nurture he is
getting … the morning prayers are so important to him ….. he has
that moral standing to think about the things he prays about.

An expression of Solidarity through community

…. the other day we were packaging the uniform and bags for the new
preppies coming through, and when I left I walked out of the school
was like at the orientation, we said we are here for them, we are here
for them. That’s what I love about this school .
"…let us love one another, because love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God."
and a commitment to the Common Good.

1Jn. 4:7
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"…let us love one another, because love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God."
1 Jn. 4:7

and a commitment to the Common Good.

…. the other day we were packaging the uniform and bags for the new
preppies coming through, and when I left, I walked out of the school
feeling that this is such a beautiful school. And why:
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and a commitment to the Common Good.

…. the other day we were packaging the uniform and bags for the new
preppies coming through, and when I left, I walked out of the school
feeling that this is such a beautiful school. And why: it was just the
feeling there is a beautiful energy, it’s about love and it radiates
through the whole building. …… it was like at the orientation, we said
we are here for them, we are here for them. That’s what I love about
this school .
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about this school .

An expression of Solidarity through community

…. the other day we were packaging the uniform and bags for the new
preppies coming through, and when I left, I walked out of the school
feeling that this is such a beautiful school. And why: it was just the

"…let us love one another, because love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God."
1Jn. 4:7

and a commitment to the Common Good.

love

feeling there is a beautiful energy, it’s about
and it radiates
through the whole building. …… it was like at the orientation, we said
we are here for them, and we are here for them. That’s
school .

An expression of Solidarity through community

…. the other day we were packaging the uniform and bags for the new
preppies coming through, and when I left, I walked out of the school
feeling that this is such a beautiful school. And why: it was just the

love

feeling there is a beautiful energy, it’s about
and it radiates
through the whole building. …… it was like at the orientation, we said
That’s.

"…let us love one another, because love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God."
1Jn. 4:7

and a commitment to the Common Good.

we are here for them, and we are here for them.

An expression of Solidarity through community

"…let us love one another, because love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God."
1Jn. 4:7
Return to the beginning . . .

An expression of Openness to Sacramentality in
our day to day lives

An expression of Openness to Sacramentality in our day to day lives

The faith community of St Paul the
Apostle also offered parents an
opportunity to reflect on their own

lives, and for those with a believing
stance, their faith as adults.

It [being part of this faith community] has made me question;
well why don’t I have certain believes and where do my beliefs come
from.

It gives you that reﬂec1on 1me – I’m pre7y busy, so we
now have these rituals that we do, we do ‘what are you grateful
for at the end of the day?’ – it forces me to stop and think about
those things – it is the reﬂec1on …. I think you see the beneﬁts
for the children and that makes me think, that could beneﬁt me,
those same rituals and prac1ces beneﬁt me –it is something that
I need to rebuild, there has been a bit of broken

God. It is a work in progress.

trust with

An expression of Openness to Sacramentality in our day to day lives

The faith community of St Paul the
Apostle also offered parents an
opportunity to reflect on their own

lives, and for those with a believing
stance, their faith as adults.

It [being part of this faith community] has made me quesIon;
well why don’t I have certain beliefs and where do my beliefs come from?
from.

My husband is fully commi1ed, I’m in and out, so this is
something we talk a lot about. It was something that I had
to ask, is this something I really want? Because some of the
stuﬀ – from my life experiences ……. So, I think once we
made that decision [for our children to come to a Catholic
school], and the kids come home and start talking about
some of this stuﬀ, so now we

really have to

commit to this if we are going down this path. It has
been good, I have been a lot more comfortable than I
thought I would be.
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The faith community of St Paul the
Apostle also offered parents an
opportunity to reflect on their own

lives, and for those with a believing
stance, their faith as adults.

It [being part of this faith community] has made me question;
well why don’t I have certain beliefs and where do my beliefs come from?
from.

It gives you that reflection time – I’m pretty busy, so we now
have these rituals that we do, we do ‘what are you grateful for at
the end of the day?’ – it forces me to stop and think about those
things – it is the reflection …. I think you see the benefits for the
children and that makes me think, that could benefit me, those
same rituals and practices benefit me – it is something that I need
to rebuild, there has been a bit of broken
It is a work in progress.

trust with God.

An expression of Openness to Sacramentality in our day to day lives

The faith community of St Paul the
Apostle also oﬀered parents an
opportunity to reﬂect on their own

It [being part of this faith community] has made me quesIon;
well why don’t I have certain beliefs and where do my beliefs come from?
from.

lives, and for those with a believing
stance, their faith as adults.

It gives you that reflection time – I’m pretty busy, so we now
have these rituals that we do, we do ‘what are you grateful for at
the end of the day?’ – it forces me to stop and think about those
things – it is the reflection …. I think you see the benefits for the
children and that makes me think, that could benefit me, those
same rituals and practices benefit me – it is something that I need
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trust with God.

My husband is fully committed, I’m in and out, so this is something we
talk a lot about. It was something that I had to ask, is this something I
really want? Because some of the stuff – from my life experiences …….
So, I think once we made that decision [for our children to come to a
Catholic school], and the kids come home and start talking about some
of this stuff, so now we really have to commit to this if we
are going down this path. It has been good, I have been a lot more
comfortable than I thought I would be.

An expression of Openness to Sacramentality in our day to day lives

Because the family I am from are not Catholic, and neither are my
husband’s family. They [family and friends] were quite mortified when we
told them our child is going here. But when the grandparents came –
they got it!. They understand why I want [James] to come here because
of the kindness and, there is the faith and I love my son learning
that and he comes home, and we talk about it and we break it apart.

In my job, I ask people to sit in silence and listen - and because we are so
busy, we don’t always listen and be present. And that

is what faith

is to me – being present. And that is what the school is to me –

being present here – you’re not everywhere else … not rushing and doing,

it is the presence. That is so lovely.

…what this offers me is an opportunity to take this [what the faith
community offers] here back to myself and it

reminds me
of what and who we want to be, because we get

caught up with the busyness of life and we forget about things.
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being present here – you’re not everywhere else … not rushing and doing,

it is the presence. That is so lovely.
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An expression of Openness to Sacramentality in our day to day lives

"Faith is a journey; it is a history. God did not reveal God self by dictating abstract truths
but by acting in human history. The response of faith, in turn, is historical, meaning that it
must be renewed and refreshed again and again. Francis even suggests that faith is not
genuine unless it is tinged with a trace of doubt. “The great leaders of God’s people, like
Moses, always left room for doubt. We must always leave room for the Lord and not for our
own certainties. We must be humble. Every true discernment includes an element of
uncertainty open to receiving spiritual consolation.”
Pope Francis’s interview with fellow
Jesuit Fr. Antonio Spadaro, S.J
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"Faith is a journey; it is a history. God did not reveal God self by dictating abstract truths
but by acting in human history. The response of faith, in turn, is historical, meaning that it
must be renewed and refreshed again and again. Francis even suggests that faith is not
genuine unless it is tinged with a trace of doubt. “The great leaders of God’s people, like
Moses, always left room for doubt. We must always leave room for the Lord and not for our
own certainties. We must be humble. Every true discernment includes an element of
uncertainty open to receiving spiritual consolation.”
Pope Francis’s interview with fellow
Jesuit Fr. Antonio Spadaro, S.J

Reflection & Dialogue opportunity:
In what ways do we offer these spaces of encounter ‘…tinged with

traces of doubt…’ to the adults in our faith community?
To what extent are we free to ask questions about God, of God and to
begin or to continue the exploration of ‘who God is for me?’

An expression of Openness to Sacramentality in our day to day lives

"We need to practice the art

of listening, which is more than simply hearing. Listening, in
communication, is an openness of heart which makes possible that closeness without which

genuine spiritual encounter cannot occur. Listening helps us to find the right gesture and word which
shows that we are more than simply bystanders. Only through such respectful and compassionate
listening can we enter on the paths of true growth and awaken a yearning for the Christian ideal: the
desire to respond fully to God’s love and to bring to fruition what he has sown in our lives."
Pope Francis - Evangelii Gaudium
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"We need to practice the art

of listening, which is more than simply hearing. Listening, in
communication, is an openness of heart which makes possible that closeness without which
genuine spiritual encounter cannot occur. Listening helps us to find the right gesture and word which
shows that we are more than simply bystanders. Only through such respectful and compassionate
listening can we enter on the paths of true growth and awaken a yearning for the Christian ideal: the
desire to respond fully to God’s love and to bring to fruition what he has sown in our lives."
Pope Francis - Evangelii Gaudium

‘Listening is an openness of heart’.

Reflection & Dialogue opportunity:
Take a few moments to reflect on this or another phrase from the text above.
When you are ready, share in a free flowing dialogue with your colleagues:
where did your reflection take you?
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genuine spiritual encounter cannot occur. Listening helps us to find the right gesture and word which
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‘Listening is an openness of heart’.
Reflection & Dialogue opportunity:
Take a few moments to reflect on this or another phrase from the text above.
When you are ready, share in a free flowing dialogue with your colleagues:
where did your reflection take you?
Return to the beginning . . .

Theology of

Young People

During the conversations parents readily identified ‘…the impact a little

person can have in bringing faith…’ to families. Young learners, while
developing their own insights and meanings about religion and their faith, were also
connecting their families to religion or to their faith and to the faith of community.
Well I think the way we have incorporated faith into our lives, I think for me
personally I really don’t have any par>cular religious beliefs, but I am open and
willing to listen to and learn about other beliefs. One of my fears about being in a
Catholic school was … we hadn’t been to church, and praying wasn’t anything
we had really discussed, and was this going to confuse her. [Sally] has really
embraced the idea of prayer and gra>tude and understanding who she is as

a larger person and bringing that into our home
So, at Christmas last year [Sally] had seen a na>vity scene and says, ‘…that’s the
baby Jesus, can we have the baby Jesus in our home?’ So, we’ve got a na>vity
scene and she set it up and every day up un>l Christmas she would tell us about
the stories, about the Wise men and about Mary ….

It was really powerful to see how she embraced that at school and in
her own way brought that into her life and into our family as well.

During the conversations parents readily identified ‘…the impact a little

person can have in bringing faith…’ to families. Young learners, while
developing their own insights and meanings about religion and their faith, were also
connecting their families to religion or to their faith and to the faith of community.
Since being here, with my son, and living and breathing it here every day,

he’s bringing things home. I am seeing my husband softening, realising
that people he’s experienced don’t have to define how you have your

relationship with God. Even at a night time he’s reading the bible stories,
he would be like ‘...forget about religion, don’t bring it into the home, he can
do that at school’. Then the other night I heard him, he was reading the story
Daniel and the Lion, and I heard my son say ‘…can you read that again that is
my favourite..’, and he said, ‘…that’s my favourite too’.
So maybe he is coming along, if my son was at a different school, that
probably wouldn’t have happened.

During the conversa0ons parents readily iden0ﬁed ‘…the impact a li-le

person can have in bringing faith…’ to families. Young learners, while developing
their own insights and meanings about religion and their faith, were also connec0ng
their families to religion or to their faith and to the faith of community.
I can see the way my child is encouraged to think about their faith and
how it is. They can translate who Jesus is and translate this into their own life.
My daughter was in Prep and would say ‘Would Jesus do that?’ So, we
can conFnue that conversaFon at home.

During the conversations parents readily identified ‘…the impact a little

person can have in bringing faith…’ to families. Young learners, while
developing their own insights and meanings about religion and their faith, were also
connecting their families to religion or to their faith and to the faith of community.

Ellie, in Prep, comes home and says mum we read this story it means this –
and we can do that in our lives. She likes to connect that up to experiences she
has had. Or she might have lots of questions about why things might happen.
That’s important we are learning those values and that way of living, the
choices we make in our lives …we bring it back to scripture stories –the historical
events and how we can make choices in the way we live. That’s important to my
family. It’s not just learning about, but it’s about becoming part of.

The theology of

young people

Young people have a perspective on faith and religion. They can think about
these ideas and have experiences of them in their own way – their
expressions of religion and faith should be taken seriously and are no less
than the adult way. Annemie Dillen (2011) speaks of nurturing the power
within young people, where they get to know their own resources of hope,
meaning and being loved as they develop their own spirituality and learn ways
to give meaning to their spiritual insights and experiences.

Reflection & Dialogue opportunity:
In what ways do we ‘take seriously’ the religious and faith insights
and experiences of young people?
In what ways might some of our words and actions convey an image of the
young person as a passive receiver of faith and in need of certainty?
How might we reframe our words and actions?

The theology of young

people

"It is important to create the conditions by which young people can
authentically participate in religious activities and be equal partners in
dialogue with other members of the faith community; it is in such dialogue that
the young person can be a source of revelation for adults."
(Dillen, 2007).

Reflection & Dialogue opportunity:
In what ways are we open to recognising the questions & wonderings of
young people as traces of God in our daily lives?

The theology of

young people

…unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven
Mt. 18:3

The theology of
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…unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven
Mt. 18:3

The theology of young
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…unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven
Mt. 18:3

The theology of

young people

…unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven
Mt. 18:3

"What heaven looks like" -> Matthew

Return to the beginning . . .

Hope filled

h o p e f u l

Each of the parents who par/cipated in the conversa/ons recognised
the oﬀer of hope; they were hopeful for the future of their children and
what they were and could become.

hopeful

Each of the parents who participated in the conversations recognised
the offer of hope; they were hopeful for the future of their children and
what they were and could become.
I think both my children have this positivity about what their
future is going to be … they know they are safe, they are protected,
and God loves them – and it doesn’t matter what happens in your life
you can always come back from that.
My views on religion are quite mixed and I don’t know where I
stand, but it has definitely restored my faith in humanity and in
community and the good that religion can be and can bring. And
through having all these people coming together who have this belief –
it is beautiful to see all these kids just really being part of each other’s
lives, they don’t see different colours, different faiths; it is like this is my
friend, he is from India and he gets to wear a hat on his head everyday
– and that is how [Sally] would describe it.
It is just that beauty, different people from different countries, it
restores my faith in the future and what religion can be.

h o p e f u l

‘Young people call us to renewed and expansive hope, for
they represent new directions for humanity and open us to the future,
lest we cling to a nostalgia for structures and customs
which are no longer life-giving in today’s world’
Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 108

God in all Worlds - Rithiha

h o p e f u l

‘Young people call us to renewed and expansive hope, for
they represent new directions for humanity and open us to the future,
lest we cling to a nostalgia for structures and customs
which are no longer life-giving in today’s world’
Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 108

Reflection & Dialogue opportunity:
Recall and reflect on a memorable encounter with a young person in
our faith community: In what ways does this young person offer us a
‘renewed and expansive’ sense of the future?
In what ways does this young person confront our reality and sense of
the future? Why might this be so?

At the heart of each Catholic school is a desire for the full flourishing of each student
… where they are supported to grow in virtue and to embrace a view of themselves and the world
that leads to peace,

justice, and the prospering of whole of creation.

hopeful

It is a journey that is enlightened by faith, animated by love and leading to hope
(Horizons of Hope, Vison and Context, 2016)

"This is what peace looks like" -> Lilly

h o p e f u l

At the heart of each Catholic school is a desire for the full flourishing of each student
… where they are supported to grow in virtue and to embrace a view of themselves and the world
that leads to peace,

justice, and the prospering of whole of creation.

It is a journey that is enlightened by faith, animated by love and leading to hope
(Horizons of Hope, Vison and Context, 2016)

Reflection & Dialogue opportunity with young people:
In dialogue with 3 or 4 young people in our community - invite them to explore one or more of the
following questions with you:
What do you think is at the heart of our school community here at ………? Why do you say that?
If you had to explain to someone else about the ‘essence of our school’ and what it feels like to be
here, what would you say?
What are your hopes and dreams for yourself, for others and this community?
What did we learn from these young people? What is their
offer? To what extent does our school community fully embrace
this offer?

If we want to authentically live out our Catholic faith
from within a multicultural setting, we must hold an open,

hopeful

searching and interpretive attitude. The process of
encounter and dialogue with otherness is not just
an opportunity for proclamation, but also – and more
fundamentally – constitutive of one’s own religious
understanding, because it is in this encounter and
confrontation with the other that God reveals God’s self.
It is here that new layers of meaning are opened,

and faith is recontextualised.
Pollefeyt, D., & Bouwens, J. (2013). Dialogue as the future. A Catholic answer to the
'Colourisation' of the educational landscape. Catholic Education Melbourne (CEM) International
Speaker Series: Melbourne

Return to the beginning . . .

Prayer is precious – born of a readiness to listen

Many of the parents commented on the importance of prayer in
the life of the school community and the way young learners are taking
prayer into their own families and initiating prayer at home.
She is in that role-play stage, where she pretends and plays
schools, and when we play our game we always start with a
prayer. And she said the other day – because every class has
their own prayer – we need to write a family prayer.
…on the way to school one day my son said to me “Who are we
going to pray for today?” and then he said, ‘I think I might pray for
the children who don’t have any water.’ To me that’s signiﬁcant as
here is a liHle person thinking outside of his own liHle bubble and

thinking about other people and how the world
aﬀects other people and not just himself.
What is offered here is the morning prayers that they
can contribute to. Sometimes my little girl who is not
at school will say she’d like to come to prayer this morning, the
teachers let her come in and feel part of it, to pray and contribute
and that is showing how welcoming the environment is here for
them. They are learning the faith that the older kids are learning.

precious

born

of

a

readiness

to

listen

Prayer is most precious, for it nourishes a daily commitment to love. Our worship becomes
pleasing to God when we devote ourselves to living generously, and allow God’s gift, granted in
prayer, to be shown in our concern for our brothers and sisters.”

so

(Pope Francis Evangelii Gaudium, 104)

“We must remember that prayerful discernment must be born of a readiness to listen: to the Lord
and to others, and to reality itself, which always challenges us in new ways”

is

(Pope Francis Evangelii Gaudium 172).

Prayer

“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” (Mt. 18:5)

Prayer

is

so

precious

born of

a readiness to listen

Prayer is most precious, for it nourishes a daily commitment to love. Our worship becomes
pleasing to God when we devote ourselves to living generously, and allow God’s gift, granted in
prayer, to be shown in our concern for our brothers and sisters.”
(Pope Francis Evangelii Gaudium, 104)

“We must remember that prayerful discernment must be born of a readiness to listen: to the Lord
and to others, and to reality itself, which always challenges us in new ways”
(Pope Francis Evangelii Gaudium 172).

“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” (Mt. 18:5)

Reflection & Dialogue opportunity:
Select one of the passages above that resonates with you and also offers a challenge. Take
some time to read and re-read the passage, noticing what strikes you in the text, letting the
text speak to you.
What resonates for you and why?
What new insights does this offer?
What challenges you and why?

This could lead to a small group dialogue and an invitation to pray – personal or communal

Return to the beginning . . .

Called to Act

The parents told stories of their children’s response to the
‘stranger in need’ and how this was an expression of faith in

ac6on within their community.
Personally, I have been quite touched – when the older
children come up to me at the school, and they say we are
raising money for homeless people or we are putting
packages together for people in need or we are selling ice
blocks for this kind of thing.
We are living in Doreen, it seems to be middle income,
middle suburbia – a stock standard suburb – and for these
kids to be thinking about these people, they don’t have any
connection to, but when they think my faith means I want to
do good in the world – that is incredible.

That is what I hope faith can do and continue to do to allow people to be emphatic, not because they want to
convert them, but totally because they want to say:

‘I see you need help right now here’s some
food or here’s my ear or here’s a hug'
…that is what I would like to see.

The parents told stories of their children’s response to the
‘stranger in need’ and how this was an expression of faith in

action within their community.
In the city last year, my children wanted $2, and gave it
to a homeless man on the street. I asked them why they
wanted to do that, and they thought he now could have a
house ‘cos that’s where he is living. I think for a 6 and 4year-old to have a sense of this, that is where this person is
and how can I help him? This reflects on what they

are learning and how they are learning to be
as faith people.

…the ‘stranger in need’ (…) faith in ac3on within their community.

That is what I hope faith can do and
continue to do (…) to say ‘I see you need
help right now here’s some food or here’s
my ear or here’s a hug'

(This) reflects on what they are learning and how they are
learning to be as faith people.

Mt. 25: 35-40

Called to Act…

‘For I was hungry and you gave me something
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you

Reflection & Dialogue opportunity:
Gather with some colleagues and take some time to read
the scripture text Mt. 25: 35-40
Use the following prompt to engage in a dialogue where
each person has an uninterrupted opportunity to speak
while others listen and be present to their colleague.

This text tells me about a world in which……
When each person has had this opportunity, engage in an
open dialogue illuminating what you found interesting,
unexpected, insightful, confronting …

invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed
me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in
prison and you came to visit me.’
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty
and give you something to drink? When did we
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing
clothes and clothe you? When did we see you
sick or in prison and go to visit you? The King
will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers and sisters
of mine, you did for me.’

Return to the beginning . . .

Spaces to Gather

When the conversations with parents explored their hopes for the faith community of St Paul the Apostle and the
possibilities for the future a significant discussion centred around a space to gather as a faith community. This
was particularly important to these parents, as there is no Church on site or in their local community. The opportunity,
therefore for re-imagining a space to gather was welcomed; what the ‘space’ might be and what it might offer.
I would love to see this school have a
central place, a church, a building or

whatever it needs to be,
a space…
A space the children can feel
connected to. I went to [St X Church]
and I still have a strong connection
to that, regardless of my ins and
outs with faith because there were
so many significant moments

in my life there, I feel quite
connected to it – it had a huge
impact and I would like them to have
that sense of community too.

When the conversa-ons with parents explored their hopes for the faith community of St Paul the Apostle and the
possibili-es for the future a signiﬁcant discussion centred around a space to gather as a faith community. This
was par-cularly important to these parents, as there is no Church on site or in their local community. The opportunity,
therefore for re-imagining a space to gather was welcomed; what the ‘space’ might be and what it might oﬀer.

…you go to a church and they do one thing there, then they close up the doors
and you go home. And it’s a building – but if you had a mul;purpose place

where you knew that they were living breathing it [faith] –
which is what Chris;anity is about.
I think the word faith is quite a ﬂuid terminology for many people – so the

fact that this place would exist, would have its roots in faith
because the people there are opening their doors and their arms to people
they don’t know – that is the root of faith and regardless of what their faith is,
what your beliefs are, it is wan;ng to do beFer and help others.

When the conversations with parents explored their hopes for the faith community of St Paul the Apostle and the
possibilities for the future a significant discussion centred around a space to gather as a faith community. This
was particularly important to these parents, as there is no Church on site or in their local community. The opportunity,
therefore for re-imagining a space to gather was welcomed; what the ‘space’ might be and what it might offer.
The people who come here to things like this are maybe a little bit lost, and not sure if they will be
accepted or connected or where they fit in – and having something that regardless of your faith, or if
you are an immigrant or new to the area they can come and be part of it
Gone are the days when people went to church to feel part of a community, they can find a community
outside of that. To come and celebrate their faith... whatever that maybe … I think it’s more about

living the faith rather than showing up and saying I come here therefore that is my faith

Jacque Haers emphasises the school as community

S p a c e s

t o

… these communities are places of encounter with God – and of the other …… where there are many
‘others’ who belong to our human communities, and with whom we build communities by discovering in them what
enriches us all……Christian schools as community present the tradition of a God who seeks community with his
creation by building created togetherness…. It is these spaces where the task of re-imagining our communities
is possible – where the central notion of community is conversation spaces and interpersonal connectedness
Jacque Haers (2004) Religious Education as Conversation. Schools as Communities of Discernment

Reflection & Wall Talk opportunity:
Take a selected phrase from Jacque Haers above as a provocation for a silent Wall Talk.
Place the text on a large sheet of poster paper and place it on the wall.
Gather as a small group around the poster
Wall Talk is a silent activity.

Anyone may add to the Wall Talk as they please.

Comment on the text and others’ ideas, circle interesting ideas, draw, connect ideas,
add reflections, question & provoke as you explore and reflect on the statement.
At the conclusion engage in a discussion:
What might it mean to re-imagine? Why might it be important to do this?
What might the ‘task of re-imagining’ offer you and your faith community?

G a t h e r

Spaces

to

The Universal Call to Holiness
To be holy does not require being a bishop, a priest or religious. We are
frequently tempted to think that holiness is only for those who can withdraw
from ordinary affairs to spend much time in prayer. That is not the case. . . .
Pope Francis Evangelii Gaudium 14

Gather

S p a c e s

t o

G a t h e r

We are all called to be holy
by living our lives with love
and by bearing witness
in everything we do,
wherever we find ourselves

Pope Francis Evangelii Gaudium 14
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Gather

We are all called to be holy
by living our lives with love
and by bearing witness
in everything we do,
wherever we find ourselves

Pope Francis Evangelii Gaudium 14

Spacse

to

Gather

We are all called to be holy
by living our lives with love
and by bearing witness
in everything we do,
wherever we find ourselves

Return to the beginning . . .

Pope Francis Evangelii Gaudium 14

Creating spaces for, and being
fully present to, the stories of
our faith communities

Mapping an Appreciative
Inquiry Process

The following pages offer prompts and considerations for undertaking an
appreciative inquiry within your own school community. While this process was used in
the context of a Specific Focused Review many translations of this inquiry process are
possible . . .

First, the invita-on . . . to share and to be present

Opening the space . . . for story telling

Tell us about a significant experience or encounter in a faith community
that you or your family are part of (or have been part of), an experience
where you or your family felt most alive, an experience that was life
giving, an experience that was deeply meaningful for you or your family

Being present to and for the other
Signaling our
stance –

Ways of being
with each other

Leaving gaps and
oﬀering the
space as a gi;

Seeking to deeply understand the o/Other

Keeping close
to the voice

of the story teller

Preserving ideas – to revisit, to reflect on,
to stimulate dialogue, to analyse …..

An invita(on to each person to share, in turn without interrup(on for a given (me . . .
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Deepening the Reflection – Can you tell me more that this?
What makes you say that?

W h a t

a r e

o u r

h o p e s . . d r e a m s

..Possibili2es

Enabling
people to
explore ideas
more
deeply

. .

Create an exhibition that gives creative
expression to what has been discovered
through your dialogue

R
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m
a
g
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n
i
n
g

our faith communi0es –
What gives life? ………What might this mean for re-imagining our faith
community – now and into the future?

.

.

.

n o w

a n d

i n t o

t h e

f u t u r e .

.

.
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