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ARCHBISHOP’S PENTECOST LETTER TO YOUTH 2017
School Resource

Every year, Archbishop Denis Hart writes a letter to young people, which is released for Pentecost Sunday. The Pentecost letter is 

inspired by the Archbishop’s annual conversation with student leaders and reflects on the hopes, concerns and questions expressed by 

young people at this gathering.

This year’s Pentecost Letter challenges young people to embrace the words of Pope Francis;

‘My friends, Jesus is the Lord of risk…Jesus is not the Lord of comfort, security and ease. Following Jesus demands a good dose of 

courage, a readiness to trade in the sofa for a pair of walking shoes and to set out on new and uncharted paths.’  (World Youth Day, 

Krakow 2016)

Archbishop Hart asks young people to consider the characteristics of real life heroes and what it means to live courageously in today’s 

world.  Schools are invited to share this year’s letter with their students. A small teaser handout has been distributed to all secondary 

schools for senior students. 

This resource offers suggestions for using the letter and accompanying resources as part of the classroom curriculum or school faith 

program. A reflection guide for youth ministry settings is also available which you may consider adapting for classroom use. 

We would appreciate any feedback you have about the resource to improve it in the future. 
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05 Be Courageous prayer reflection 2:34

A reflection video featuring words of Pope Francis addressed to young people. ‘Today is a 

time of mission and courage!’

• The letter is available in printable format via cam.org.au/youthletter.

• A 4-minute video of Archbishop Hart sharing the key message of the Pentecost Letter is also available via the website. 

• Print versions of the full text may be requested from the Archdiocesan Office for Youth.

ARCHBISHOP’S PENTECOST LETTER Resources

01. Melbourne students

speak about courage 3:05

Secondary school students 

share the challenges 

of living their faith 

courageously today.

02. Michael’s testimony:

Courage to serve 3:11

During high school, 

Michael was changed by 

the faith of his friends and 

the young people who 

reached out to him from 

the Youth Mission Team. 

He decided to give one 

year in full time service 

to other young people by 

joining the Youth Mission 

Team after he graduated.

03. Emma’s testimony:

Courage to witness 6:13

As a university student 

in Sudan, Emma 

maintained her faith 

in an environment 

which was hostile to 

Christianity. When she 

witnessed to the joy of 

her faith by travelling to 

Rome as part of a choir, 

she faced suspicion 

which eventually led to 

her seeking asylum in 

Australia.

04. Huy’s testimony:

Courage to discover 

God’s mission for your life

3:31

Huy grew up in Vietnam, 

and began thinking 

about studying for the 

priesthood as he was 

finishing high school. His 

vocational discernment 

led him to continue his 

studies in Australia, where 

he is discovering God’s 

unfolding mission for his 

life.
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